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           Audiences responded with
standing ovations to West Alle-
gheny’s 2006 musical production
“Oklahoma!” performed on March
11-13 and 16-18.  The dedication,
hard work, and exceptional talent of
the students and staff members
involved attracted compliments from
community members, staff members,
and parents alike.
  Tom Snyder, producer, said, “The
production staff and I were particu-
larly thrilled with how our high
school students took ownership of
the roles in this classic old musical.
They were able to connect with the
audience as well as any cast we’ve
had, which fostered a dialogue of fun
and excitement at each performance.
We’re also proud that 140 students
and over 90 parents were involved
in some aspect of the production, a
great example of teamwork and
commitment toward a common
goal.”

Musical Cast of “Oklahoma!” Earns Standing Ovations

Portraying the lead and supporting roles in “Oklahoma” are (seated)
Pat Timon, Stephanie Martinez, Jana DiSanti, and Kristin Love; (stand-
ing, front) Andrew Weber, Elizabeth Glyptis, Mary Monroe, Josh Isen-
berg, Pat Cannon, Rachel Knarr, Sarah Carr, and Jim Wood; (standing,
back) Kyle Helliar, Shane Glass, Eric Rosko, Ross Rohbeck, and Dave
Campbell.  Brian Knarr, middle school music teacher, directed the show.

  The West Allegheny School
District hosted a complimentary
luncheon and admission to the
March 12, 2006, matinee
performance of the musical
“Oklahoma!” for nearly 190
members of the district’s Gold
Card Club.  Pictured are West
Allegheny High School freshmen
Alexandra Ishman and Shannon
Messner from the High School
Leadership Team and junior Erin

West Allegheny Hosts Gold Card Luncheon

Burke from the National Honor
Society, who volunteered their time
to help at the luncheon.

  West Allegheny Middle School
Principal Dr. Janet Walsh was
interviewed by John Shumway of
KDKA-TV Channel 2 News
regarding Internet safety on
February 15, 2006.  The report was
entitled “Online Dangers:  Janet
Walsh, Ed.D. Explains How Parents

Can Protect Kids.”  The interview
was summarized on the evening
television news and posted on the
station’s website kdka.com.  That
morning Dr. Walsh had discussed the
dangers of students posting
information about themselves on the
website myspace.com on the air with

Larry Richert of KDKA 1020-AM
Radio.
  Dr. Walsh also spoke at an Internet
safety program at the Findlay
Township Activities Center on
March 16 with Sgt. Don Sedlacek
of the Findlay Township Police
Department.

Principal’s TV Interview Addresses Online Dangers

Next Committee Meetings:
Wed., May 10, 2006
Wed., June 14, 2006

Next Regular Meetings:
Wed., May 17, 2006
Wed., June 21, 2006

Upcoming Board Meetings
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From the Superintendent:  Dr. John S. DiSanti
New Strategic Plan Defines District’s Mission, Vision

  We have just come through
another long, but rather mild,
winter, and everyone is looking
forward to the annual “rite of
spring.”  This is a time of rebirth
and renewal as the season signals
not only warmer weather and
more sunshine but also the
beginning of the end of another
school year.  The November
election brought three new school
directors, Patrick Konieczny,
Tracy Kosis, and Robert
Ostrander.  I look forward to
working with these members as
the entire board collectively
tackles the school governance
challenges of today and the future.
  I really enjoy watching our
students as they give their best not
only in the classroom but on the
artistic and athletic “stage” as well.
My visits to the schools are always
uplifting because I can see the
dedication of our teachers,
administration, and support staff.
So many good things are
happening!  We continue to build
on a proud tradition of excellence
by searching and exploring how
we can become even better,
recognizing that true excellence
comes from never resting on
laurels or becoming complacent,

but rather maintaining an insatiable
hunger for professional and personal
improvement.

  By granting accreditation status,
known as AFG (Accreditation for
Growth), MSA confirms that the
high school provides an environment
of growth and change for continuous

High School Welcomes Middle States Validation Team
-continued from page 1- December 31, 2005.  Dr. Earl

Bradford Smith, high school assistant
principal, and Mr. Martin Lestander,
high school technology teacher, are
the MSA internal coordinators.  Dan
Smith is the high school principal.

improvement of educational
opportunities for all students.
Accreditation status is granted for a
period of seven years through 2012.
The high school had previously
earned accreditation status through

  Our district is in the process of
developing a new Strategic Plan.
That Plan will define our mission and
vision for the next six years.  Various
stakeholders representing every facet
of our school district and community
are dedicating their time, talents, and
energy to critically analyze what we
are currently doing and define what
we can do to become better.
Components of the Plan include
Curriculum and Instruction,
Professional Development, Teacher
Induction, Technology, Special
Programs, and Facilities.
Committees are engaged in collecting
data to assess the progress and
performance of current programs in
order to formulate ideas as to where
we want and need to go.  As part of

the data collection process,
surveys have been sent to various
stakeholders to garner feedback.
Those surveys include questions
about areas such as student
transition from elementary to
middle to high school, homework,
the amount and appropriateness;
and grading practices, to name
just a few.  Subcommittees are
also collecting data and research
on effective school practices
throughout our region, state, and
country.  This will assist us in
keeping our district on the cutting
edge of educational reform so that
all students are provided with
every opportunity to fulfill their
dreams.
  During the next several months,
the new Strategic Plan will be
completed.  I can assure you that
those stakeholders who are
crafting the document have a
strong desire to provide the best
educational programs and services
to the youth of our community,
while doing so in a manner that is
fiscally responsible to our
constituents.  I am confident that
this lofty aspiration will be attained
and that West Allegheny will
continue to be one of the leading
school districts in the region.

Various stakeholders
representing every facet of

our school district and
community are dedicating

their time, talents, and
energy to critically analyze
what we are currently doing
and define what we can do

to become better.
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Hockey Team:  (Section Champions)
(first row) Kyle Mortimer, Jeffrey Cupelli, Jeffrey Rich, Ryne Savisky,
Steve Sarachine, Tony Lutz, Anthony Sweet, (second row) Francis
Davis, Matthew McDonald, Justin Haskins, Ross Midgley, Eric
DiFiore, Michael Sweet, Ryan Kumpfmiller, (third row) Coach Norm
Cook, Ryan Fisher, Christopher Altman, Patrick Ostrander, Mason
Fisher, Zachary Hanczar, Coach Steve Sarachine, and Greg Redick.

Applauding Student Achievement

Community Service
Awardees:
Kristina Kocher (Girl
Scouts’ Bronze Cross
Award) and Tricia
Glorioso (National Daily
Point of Light Award)

Girls’ Swimming and Diving (Individual
Honorees):
Brianna Mangis, Kimberly Schade, and
Amber Zinski (Swimming) and Jaelyn
Thurner (Diving)

March 22, 2006.  The following photographs include those individual
honorees, who were available for pictures that evening.  Group/team
photographs were taken beforehand.

  Children’s book author Kitty
Griffin of Pittsburgh discussed
her writing career with
elementary students in the West
Allegheny School District on
April 4-6.  She met with groups
of students at different grade
levels at McKee Elementary
School on Tuesday, Wilson on
Wednesday, and Donaldson on
Thursday.   During her
presentations she shared her
approach for developing ideas
into stories and explained the
process for having them
published.
  Students also had an
opportunity to purchase one of
the following of Griffin’s picture
books and have it autographed:
The Foot-Stomping Adventures
of Clementine Sweet and
Cowboy Sam and Those
Confounded Secrets.
  Griffin is currently teaching
college courses including writing
for children, children’s literature,
and an introduction to screen-
writing.  Among her accomplish-
ments are winning the Spirit of
Moondance Award for a screen-
play entitled “Fisheye.” She took
a first place in the category,
feature screenplay for kids.
  Elementary librarians Denise
Medwick (McKee), Beth
Schultz (Donaldson), and Nancy
Howell (Wilson) coordinated the
author’s visit with funding from
the PTAs and the library book
fairs.

Elementary Students
Welcome Local

Children’s Author
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  Featured on this page and the
next are various innovative
instructional programs made
possible at all five buildings
through educational grants
totaling $3,258.60 from the West
Allegheny Foundation.

   1.  West Allegheny Middle
School, Kristen Martin, Gabrielle
Monty, Mickey Damratoski,
Coleen Belonzi, Susan Martin, and
Phyllis Reuss, sixth grade teachers
Sixth Grade Book Buddies
  This project helped implement the
Pennsylvania Department of
Education recommendation that
students read 25 books indepen-
dently during the school year by
providing duplicate copies of novels
in the school library.  Groups of two
or three students selected a novel
and decided together in class how
much to read each evening.  To be
prepared for daily class discussions,
each student in the group needed to
have his or her own copy of the
novel available to read at home.
Weekly activities included
exchanging questions and letters
about the story and drawing scenes
from the book to discuss with the
other member/s of the group.
  2.  McKee Elementary School,
Virginia Belko, fifth grade teacher
Living History
  The fifth graders studied the French
& Indian War through class work
and field trips to the Fort Pitt
Museum and Heinz History Center.
Arrangements were also made for a
George Washington impersonator to
visit the classroom. Plans included
creating a questionnaire to survey
children and adults about their

knowledge of this war.  The living
history component consists of a quilt
created with artifacts depicting the
War. The class plans to donate the
quilt to the Pittsburgh International
Airport to share with travelers the
rich history in this area.  The grant
money was spent on artifact
materials, quilting supplies, and
technical expertise.
  3.  West Allegheny High School,
Lynn Ann DeBor, English teacher
Honors English Biography
Project
  Students in Honors English 10 class
wrote biographies of an important
person in their lives.  The process
included interviewing the subject and
recording the conversations before
developing the final draft.  Along
with the biography, the students
included an “About the Author”
section in which they described
themselves and their approach to the
project.  The grant defrayed the
expenses of hosting an evening
community event (biography
reception) where students honored
the persons they wrote about with
comments and presented them with
a copy of their biography.
  4.  Wilson Elementary School,
Dennis Hughes, fifth grade
teacher
The Importance of Public Service
  As part of a year-long program
focusing on helping others, students
visited the Findlay Township
Community Center in March with
plans for future visits to the Oakdale
Community Center and the
Sycamore Creek Nursing Home.
On these visits students help serve
meals and provide gifts and
entertainment for the members/

residents.  The entertainment
consists of historical highlights
entitled “Remember When” focusing
on the last fifty years of the twentieth
century. Throughout the year during
social studies and language arts
classes, students study the work of
organizations devoted to improving
the lives of those in need.
  5.  Donaldson Elementary
School, Angie Gradek, second
grade teacher
The Underground Railroad
  This project was designed to
introduce second graders to the
Underground Railroad through
literature, technology, art, creative
writing, science and social studies.
Students discussed the effects of
slavery and the struggle for
emancipation.  Besides the historical
benefits, students learned how to
address the growing adversity
among their peers and acquired a
better understanding of and respect
for cultural differences.  The grant
money made possible the purchase
of enough copies of the book The
Drinking Gourd, a story of the
Underground Railroad, by S. N.
Monjo, so each student in the class
could take the book home to read it.

Educational Grants from the West Allegheny Foundation:

Foundation Officers:  President
John C. Bates, Vice President
Mark Perry, Treasurer Jerry
Wessel, Secretary Chris Nolan
Trustees:  Jason Cannon,
Howard DelAguila, Robert
Heffern, Jerry Kehm, Teresa
Michaels, Joseph Pustover,
David Quinn, Eugene Sciulli,
John Stitch
Ex-Officio Members:  Dr. John
S. DiSanti, John Scott
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Fostering Innovative Classroom Instructional Strategies

5.  Donaldson
Donaldson second grade
teacher Angie Gradek
distributed books
purchased with West
Allegheny Foundation
grant money for a lesson
on the Underground
Railroad.  Pictured also
are second graders Riley
Fury, Jaiwaun Webb and
Lauren Schaupp.

3.  High School
West Allegheny High
School students Rhiannon
Snyder and Marilyn
Cobiseno chose  retired
West Allegheny teacher
Stewart Morgan as the
subject of their English
biography assignment.

2.  McKee
McKee fifth grader Carl
Watts asked George
Washington impersonator
Bryan Cunning a question
during a classroom visit
made possible through a
West Allegheny
Foundation grant.

4.  Wilson
Wilson fifth graders
entertained a local senior
citizen group at the
Findlay Township Activity
Center on March 15 as
part of a community
service project funded by
the West Allegheny
Foundation.  Portraying
the Beatles are Richard
Earls, Cody Barbour, Chris
Esper, and Eric Wasek.

1.  Middle School
The West Allegheny
Foundation provided a
grant to stock this
bookcase with duplicate
copies of books for the
sixth grade book buddy
reading program.
Pictured are Foundation
President John Bates and
two book buddy teams:
(1) Nicole Lucas and
Mary Halmes and (2)
David Kline and
Jonathan Levitt.

They presented him with
copies of the project
during a reception at the
high school on January
19, 2006, funded by the
West Allegheny
Foundation.

1

2

3

4 5
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  The Wilson Elementary Student
Council assembled a total of 124
movie popcorn boxes filled with
DVDs and refreshments for its
“Take a Soldier to the Movies”
community service project.  Each
box included a letter from a student,

Wilson Student Council members included letters, DVDs and snacks
inside popcorn boxes for Rhonda Latshaw (back, right) to forward to
soldiers stationed in Iraq with her brother Josh Cooke.

  You worked really, really hard.
So your bravery and wisdom
will be remembered forever.
Keep up the good work in Iraq.
Also, if you make a mistake, it
is okay.  People make them all
the time.  So even if you make
one mistake, you’re still the
best.  I am a fourth grade
student at Wilson School in
Imperial, Pennsylvania.  Do
you like being a soldier?

Wilson Student Council Supports U. S. Troops Abroad
like the one shown on the right.  The
packages were sent to the U.S.
Army troops serving with Josh
Cooke, a 2005 West Allegheny
graduate currently stationed in Iraq.
Student Council  sponsors are
Laurie Cole and Nancy Sale.

West Allegheny Middle School
staff members participated in
McTeachers’ Night at McDonald’s
Restaurant in Imperial on Febru-
ary 23, 2006.  Serving customers
like eighth graders Lauren Bates
and Marissa Bishop (above), the
staff members raised money to
help defray medical expenses for
one of their students, eighth
grader Nikki Lipinski, who was
diagnosed with a serious medical
condition last fall.

Staff, Students Help
with Fundraiser for

Eighth Grader

  Throughout the
school year all
elementary pupils
have the opportunity
to select a topic of
interest for indepen-
dent study. This
voluntary activity
requires participants
to research and find
resource materials,
take notes and
complete a project

Pupils Pursue Independent Studies

demonstrating the new knowledge
they acquired.  Pictured are
Donaldson students Mekhi Haugen
with his project about cheetahs,
Kaitlyn Kariman with her report on

the solar system, and Armand
Dellovade with his biography of
Honus Wagner.  Horizons teacher
Karen Meyers advised the students
on the process.

Dear Soldier:

January 11, 2006

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Wagner



9 WA TODAYApril 2006

  The West Allegheny School
District celebrated the March 2
birthday of the popular children’s
book author Dr. Seuss by partici-
pating in the national celebration,
Read Across America with a variety
of activities in the schools and out in
the community as well. Various
Read Across America activities
were provided for children on
March 4 at The Mall at Robinson,
including face painting, art activities
and reading.
  The high school Art Club, Key
Club, National Honor Society, and
Future Teachers of America, along
with other high school and middle
school student volunteers, assisted
with the festivities.  The Read
Across America celebration is a
collaborative effort including the
West Allegheny School District, the
West Allegheny Education
Association (WAEA), the West
Allegheny Education Support
Professionals Association
(WAESPA), and the Moon
Education Association (MEA).
Some of the activities are funded by
a grant from the Pennsylvania State
Education Association.

Junior Maria Pursley helps with
face painting at the Read Across
America children’s event at the
Mall at Robinson.

  West Allegheny high school seniors
Ashlei Jacquay and James O’Rourke
have been selected as West
Allegheny’s 2006 SHASDA Student
Performance Award winners. This
award is designed to recognize
improvement relative to expected
performance.  Areas of improvement
used by administrators and staff in the
evaluation process include
attendance, grades, achievement test
scores, academic subjects, and the
practical and fine arts.   These
students will be honored at the
SHASDA (South Hills Area School
Districts Association) Conference on
Saturday, April 29, 2006, at the
Hilton Garden Inn at Southpointe.
  While showing significant
improvement in his grades, James
O’Rourke also dedicated
considerable time as a member of the
West Allegheny football team.
Besides serving as a team captain, he

was recognized as a three-year letter
winner and received honorable
mention and All-Conference awards
for his performance on the field.  He
was recently awarded a football
scholarship to Indiana University of
Pennsylvania.  He has held several
jobs in construction and food service
over the past two years.  His career
goals include owning his own
business and coaching football.
  Ashlei Jaquay has demonstrated
academic progress in school while
participating in various community
athletic organizations.  She has
received numerous trophies for her
achievements in Golden Gloves
Boxing, Junior Olympics, and
Allegheny Mountain Association
Boxing.  In March she participated
in the National Boxing
Championships at the Olympic
Training Center in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. She balances her school
work with the responsibilities of
after-school employment.  During
high school she has worked as a
teacher’s aide and held several food
service positions.  Although she has
not decided on a career, she has
narrowed her focus to preschool
teaching and graphic design.

WA Seniors Win SHASDA Awards District Celebrates
Read Across America

at Robinson Mall

  Wilson kindergarten students
celebrated Dental Health Month in

Kindergartners Study Dental Health
February with a visit from Dr.
Matthew Stacy, a local orthodontist.
He and his staff discussed proper
brushing, flossing, braces, and the
types of foods and snacks that
promote dental health.  Each student
received a tooth brush and a
certificate for “Great Brushing.”
Kindergarten teachers Suzan Braun
and Mary Alice Medlin coordinated
the activity.
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  The district held its fifth
annual employee recognition
dinner on Wednesday, March
29, at Celebrations & More
in Imperial.  A buffet dinner
preceded the recognition cere-
mony emphasizing the impor-
tance of employee service.
  The program included
introductions and personal
comments about each of the
attendees with 25 or 30 years
of service.  Making these
individual presentations were
Wilson Principal Kathleen
Sites speaking about Suzan
Braun, Wilson librarian Nancy
Howell about Jan Morris, and
Donaldson Principal Patricia

Thirty years:  Dee Augustin,
computer facilitator; Suzan Braun,
teacher; Marlene Moore, teacher
Twenty-five years:  Janice
Morris, library aide; Patrick
Rheam, counselor;  Debbie Turici,
teacher
Twenty years:  Mark Hoffman,
teacher; Deborah Scott, teacher;
Kenneth Scott, custodian
Fifteen years:  Karen Cain,
teacher; Michelle Conley, teacher;
Bernadette Fitzharris, aide; Phyllis
Hajos, aide; Christine Hamm,
teacher; Patricia Hoskins,
secretary; Cheryl Kokoskie, clerk;
Mary Kotarsky, teacher; Jan
Levine, teacher; Susan Martin,
teacher; Patricia Meanor, cafeteria
staff; Catherine Moore-Chiodo,
teacher; Joanne Short, custodian;
Kathleen Sites, principal; RayeAnn
Sklarsky, teacher; Veva Tessmer,

Three employees were recognized for their long-
time service to the district at the Employee
Recognition Dinner on March 29:  Jan Morris,
reading aide at all three elementary schools (25
years), Suzan Braun, kindergarten teacher at
Wilson (30 years); and Debbie Turici, art
teacher at Donaldson and Wilson (25 years).
Pictured also are Dr. John S. DiSanti, Superin-
tendent, and John Scott, Board President.

School Board Thanks Employees for Service to District

secretary; Michelle Vezzi, teacher;
Lisa Wilson, secretary; Debra
Wolf, teacher; Linda Yothers,
teacher; Catherine Zanella, teacher;
and Michael Zinski, teacher
Ten years (hired in 1996):  Beth
Bauer, nurse; Katherine
Brookman, teacher; Mary
Buhman, teacher; Susan Burgoon,
cafeteria staff; Ellen Campbell,
teacher; Renae Castelluci, teacher;
Patricia Cornelius, aide; Kirsten
Davis, teacher; Lynn Ann DeBor,
teacher; Glenn Franceschina,
Supervisor of Buildings and
Grounds; Tania Garofoli, teacher;
Dana Hannah, cafeteria staff; Linda
Hogg, cafeteria staff; Lynn
Huebner, aide; Gary Kolesky,
maintenance staff; Mary Beth
Kramer, teacher; Richard Smith,
assistant principal; and June
Walker, aide

Nolan about Debbie Turici.
A video presentation featured
those honorees with 10 to 20
years of service.
  All district employees, both
instructional and non-
instructional, are eligible for
this honor, depending on their
length of time on the job.
Those who had reached
designated milestones in their
years of service with West
Allegheny received a
complimentary dinner, a
corsage or boutonniere, and a
small gift.  Staff members
marking their 10th, 15th,
20th, 25th, or 30th
anniversary were honored.

Employee Recognition - 2006 Honorees

Cafeteria worker Linda Hogg
provided McKee kindergarten
students with a tour of the
Donaldson cafeteria kitchen on
March 17 in conjunction with a
series of classroom lessons and
activities focusing on the sound of
the letter C.  The field trip entitled
“C is for Cookie” concluded with
a cookie-decorating session.
Kindergarten teachers Christina
Pratt and Kim Jones coordinated
the visit.

McKee Students
Enjoy Cafeteria Tour,

Decorate Cookies
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  McKee Elementary School
students and staff bade farewell to
their principal, Dr. James Hoover,
who has worked at West Allegheny
since 1994, with a surprise tribute
assembly in his honor on March 30,
2006.  Students at each grade level

Third grader Spencer Valentine
presented a book entitled “Hoover
Celebration” to Dr. James
Hoover, McKee Elementary prin-
cipal during a surprise assembly
on March 30.  Using PowerPoint,
every third grader developed a
page for the book.  Each page
contained the student’s photo-
graph and a personal message.

McKee Bids Farewell to Principal with Surprise Tribute

  Wilson Elementary fourth graders
Aubrey Leasure and Jarrett Bordo
helped organize the Valentines
created by elementary students at all
three West Allegheny schools for
hospitalized veterans.  As part of the
National Salute to Hospitalized
Veterans, who number about 1,500
in Pittsburgh’s three Veterans
Administration hospitals alone, the
Valentines for Vets program began in
1978 and is celebrated each year
during the week of February 14.
Horizons students in all three
elementary schools collected and
packed the Valentines for mailing.
Horizons teachers Karen Evans
Meyers and Kimberly Will
coordinated the project.

Horizons Students Send
Valentines to Veterans

prepared presentations reflecting
their affection and respect for Dr.
Hoover as well as their best wishes
for his continued success in his new
position with the Pennsylvania
Distance Learning Charter School.
  The program, coordinated by a
committee of teachers with JoAnn
Biscan, guidance counselor, as
master of ceremonies, opened with
the song “You have a friend at
McKee.”  Citing Dr. Hoover’s
passion for educational excellence,
genuine care and concern for peo-
ple, sense of humor, and knowledge
of technology and data, students
presented songs, poetry readings,
booklets, posters, and a slide pre-
sentation to emphasize the positive
impact he has had on their lives.
  Because of his outstanding service
to children, Dr. Hoover was also
recognized by McKee PTA Presi-
dent Linda Diffendal with the Na-
tional PTA Life Achievement Award.
  Dr. John S. DiSanti, Superintendent
recognized Dr. Hoover stating, “I
would like to thank Dr. Hoover for
his many years of dedicated service

to the children, staff, and community
of West Allegheny.  I know that
everyone joins me in wishing him the
very best in his new career.”
  The board accepted Hoover’s
resignation effective April 3, 2006.
Interviews for his replacement are
under way.  Dr. Christine Assetta,
Assistant to the Superintendent for
Curriculum and Instruction, and Dr.
William Englert, Assistant to the
Superintendent for Personnel and
Student Support Services, will serve
as acting principals at McKee in the
interim.

  Donaldson fifth graders in Tiffany
Mangan’s class Joey Bandi, Skyler
Hartung, Dwain Fisher, and Eva
Kumpfmiller recreated characters

Donaldson Projects  Capture Magic of Oz
and scenery from the magical land
of Oz after reading the original
book, The Wizard of OZ by L.
Frank Baum and viewing its movie
counterpart.  They compared and
contrasted the two versions of the
story and delivered oral presen-
tations of their art projects.  They
then studied other books written
by Baum, which were also set in
the land of Oz.  From these
readings, they created a “yellow
brick road” of new vocabulary.
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Senior Honored with
Extra Effort Award

  On February 1, 2006, West Allegheny High School senior
Dorin Dickerson (front, second from left) signed a letter of intent

West Allegheny Athletes Confirm Football Commitments
to play football at the University of Pittsburgh.
To his right senior Chris Clark committed to
play football for Mercyhurst College.  On hand
for the signing ceremony were Athletic
Director David McBain (front, left), Assistant
Athletic Director and Head Football Coach
Bob Palko (front, right).  Standing are
Superintendent Dr. John S. DiSanti,
Dickerson’s parents Randy and Pam
Dickerson, High School Principal Dan Smith,
Clark’s father Keith Clark, Sr., and Assistant
to the Superintendent for Personnel and
Student Support Services Dr. William Englert.

  West Allegheny senior Jarad
Liwosz received the Extra Effort
Award as the student athlete of
the week for basketball during a
visit by KDKA-TV sports re-
porter Bob Pompeani on Febru-
ary 23, 2006.  Besides his
athletic ability, Liwosz was
recognized for his academic per-
formance and community service
activities.  A student representa-
tive to the board, he serves as a
communication liaison between
the school board and the stu-
dents.  According to basketball
coach Josh Bears, “Jarad defines
the term ‘extra effort.’  He
constantly strives for success in
everything that he does.”
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Superintendent (724) 695-5211
Interim Director of Educational Services 695-5216
Assistants to the Superintendent:
   for Curriculum and Instruction 695-5216
   for Personnel and Student Support Services695-5216
Business Manager 695-5212
Pupil Services Coordinator 695-5221
District Technology Coordinator 695-5222
Buildings and Grounds 695-5223
Communications Coordinator 695-5274
West Allegheny High School 695-7368
West Allegheny Middle School 695-8979
Donaldson Elementary School 213-1010
McKee Elementary School 693-8451
Wilson Elementary School 695-3300

TODAY
It is the policy of the District
not to discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, religion,
color, national origin, age or
handicap in its educational
programs, services, facilities,
activities or employment
policies as required by Title
IX of the 1972 Educational
Amendments, Title VI and VII
of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended, Section
504 Regulations of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973, the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975,
Section 204 Regulations of the
1984 Carl D. Perkins Act or
any applicable federal statute.
For information regarding this
policy, contact Compliance
Officer, Director of Pupil
Personnel Services, West
Allegheny School District,
P. O. Box 55, 600 Donaldson
Road, Oakdale, PA  15071,
724-695-3422, or the Director
of the Office of Civil Rights,
Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, Washington,
DC  20201.  The school dis-
trict shall not discriminate in
the operations/functions of the
district on the basis of sex,
color, national origin, religion,
marital status, or handicap.

Non-Profit Organ.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 6
Imperial, PA  15126

West Allegheny School District
P O Box 55
Imperial, PA  15126

POSTAL CUSTOMER

WA TODAY is published by
the West Allegheny School District

Communications Department.
Newsletter Editor:

Carol Bonnar

Dr. John S. DiSanti, Superintendent
Dr. Christine Assetta, Assistant to the Superintendent
   for Curriculum and Instruction
Dr. William Englert, Assistant to the Superintendent
   for Personnel and Student Support Services
Mr. Jerry Wessel, Business Manager
Mrs. Elaine Fitzgerald, Pupil Services Coordinator
Mr. Daniel Smith, High School Principal
Mr. Richard Smith, High School Assistant Principal
Dr. Earl Bradford Smith, High School Assistant Principal
Dr. Janet Walsh, Middle School Principal
Mr. Jeffrey Lesko, Middle School Assistant Principal
Mrs. Patricia Nolan, Donaldson Elementary Principal
McKee Elementary Principal, TBA
Mrs. Kathleen Sites, Wilson Elementary Principal

Mr. John Scott, President
Mr. Edward Faux, Vice President
Dr. Anne Bolind
Mr. Bill Gamble
Mr. Patrick Konieczny
Mrs. Tracy Kosis

Mrs. Debbie Mirich
Mr. Robert Ostrander
Mr. Jeff Sweet
Andrews & Price, Solicitor
Mr. Jerry Wessel, Treasurer
Mrs. Veva Tessmer, Secretary

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

SCHOOL DIRECTORY

ADMINISTRATION


