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School, Community Sponsor Read AcrossAmericaEvents

TheWest Allegheny School
Digtrict participated in the national
celebration, Read AcrossAmerica,
withavariety of activitiesand
displayspromoting reading on
February 26 and 27 at the Mall at
Robinson and again on Wednesday,
March 2 at the schools. Thedate
marksthe 101st birthday of the
popular children’sbook author Dr.
Seuss, whose books provided the
themefor thecelebration.

A widearray of Read Across
Americaeventsentertained children
from12:00t04:00 pmat The Mall
at Robinson. Attendeeshad their
facespainted, created avariety of
art projects, and listened to Dr.
Seussstories. Group reading

———

sessionsattracted listeners, who aso
received children’sbook lists. The
West Allegheny Food Service
Department provided cookies. High
school studentsfromtheArt Club,
Key Club, National Honor Society,
and Future Teachersof America
hel ped with reading the storiesand
supervisngtheart activities.
Throughout theday onMarch 2, a
seriesof fun and educational
classyroomectivities, including
games, puzzles, artwork, and
learning exercises--Dr. Seussstyle--
emphasized reading at Donaldson,
McKee, and Wilson Elementary
Schools. Thisyear theelementary

Wi Ison Elementary third graders Taylor Caruso
and Jessica Dethlefs and first grader Brooke
Caruso celebrated Dr. Seuss's birthday with
reading and art activities at The Mall at
Robinson on February 27 as part of the Read
Across America event.

school s sponsored acontest to
encourage studentsto wear Dr.
Seussclothing or items. Thosewho
dressed up had achancetowina
Barnes& Noblegift certificate.

A district-wide book drivewas
conducted at dl thebuildingsin
conjunctionwiththeHaf Price
Booksstoreat ThePoint. The
books (new or gently used) will be
donated to Children’sHospitd of
Pittsburgh. Studentswho donated at
least one book will haveachanceto
enter adrawing for agift certificate
toHalf Price Books.

West Allegheny teachersLorraine
Burns, Laurie Cole, Robin Gilden,

Karen Horwatt, Colleen Kinevey,
-continued on page 5-

West Allegheny reading aide Lynn Huebner
visited the elementary schools (Wlson on
February 22, Donaldson on the 23rd, and McKee
on the 24th) to read her original Dr. Seuss-style
story to the students as part of the celebration of
Read Across America Day.




Board Recognition Night Celebrates Student Achievement

Board President John Scott
presided at the February 28 Board
Recognition Night held to ack-
nowledge studentsand staff for
performing variousartsand athletic
achievements. Theseincluded

PMEA HonorsBand, Bandsof
AmericaNationa HonorsBand, and
PMEA Region| Band participants.
Individua accomplishmentswere
recognized in both indoor track and
footbal. Inaddition, theentire

football team and coacheswere
honored for winningthe WPIAL
Conference Championship and for
quaifyingfor WPIAL AAA Playoff
Semifindis atus.

Honorees who attended Board
Recognition Night on February
28: (firstrow) Coach Ed
Marcelles, Josh Shelton, Josh
Diven, GregMarshall, Joe Gizoni,
Jamie Schumacher, (second row)
Rob Werner, Mike Clemens,
Scott Ruperto, Rob Giles, Jack
Seifert, Steve Cooney, (third row)
Emanud (C.J.) Davis, Dorin
Dickerson, Matt Lutz, DeWayne
Chandler, Will Bowers, and
Coach Bob Palko (left)

West Allegheny High School
Football Team: WPIAL Parkway
Conference Championsand WPIAL
AAA Playoff Semifindist (below)

TheWest Allegheny Family
Support Committeewasformed to
help digtrict familieswith school-age
children. If you areaware of any

family with school-agechildrenliving
inthedistrict, whomay beinneedof 724-213-1014; JoAnn Biscan,

ResourcesAvailablefor FamiliesIn Need of Help

support services, please contact the
following: LynnBirnie, highschooal,
724-695-5252; Kristen Martin,
middle school, 724-695-8979, Ext.
2233; Kristen Newell, Donaldson,

McKee, 724-695-5267; Karen
Tracy, Wilson, 724-695-3300, Ext.
5304; and Meredith Gillo, Digtrict
Office, 724-695-5219. Recom-
mendationsfor help may be anony-
mousandwill remain confidentid.
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Bl A Messagefrom the Superintendent

Itwon't belong until our beautiful
snow-covered countrysideturnsto
green and thetrees, plants, and
flowersburstintothecolorsof a
new season. Nature'slifecyclewill
onceagain energize usasthewarm
sunshinegradually bringsusout of
our winter doldrumsinto atime of
great anticipation, spring! Just two
monthsago, | cameto West
Allegheny with greet anticipation,
excited to assumeleadership of the
Digtrict, yet not knowing what to
fully expect. | must tell you that my
timeherehhasbeen very positive.
Everyonethat | havecomein
contact with--the board, staff,
students, parents, law enforcement
officers, municipd officids, and
community leaders--have been
most gracioustome. | wouldaso
liketo recogni ze the dedi cation and
record of accomplishmentsof my
predecessor, Dr. CharlesHughey.
He hasbeen nothing but supportive
duringthetrangtionfor whichl am
very appreciative. Undoubtedly, a
common theme hasechoed from
thefolksl havemet. All arevery
proud of the school system and its
neighborhoods. Numerous people

here.” | believethey’reright.

| have found peopleto be open,
honest, and caring. They want what
isbest for theyouth of the
community. Rest assured, sodol.
It has been apleasure getting to
know our studentsthrough
meetings, eating lunchtogether,
participating inaconcert, and
attending many athleticevents. |
look onwith pride asteachers,

enter the schoolseach day
committedto assuring that dl
studentshave every opportunity to
be successful. That successcanbe
seen everywherefromtest scores
andindividua achievement to

“With...growth comesa
responsibility toprovidethe
facilities, programs, and
per sonnel that will enablethe
district to continuedelivering
thehigh quality programsand
servicesthat thecommunity
has cometo expect.”

—Dr. John S. DiSanti

havetold me*You regoingtolikeit

adminigtrators, and the support staff  took amajor step

extracurricular accomplishments.
No wonder you are proud!
Aswelook ahead, | believethe
futureisbright. Certainly, thereare
challenges, but nonethat we cannot
manage successfully. Wearea
growing organi zation. The School
Didrict'sfinereputation along with
availableland and infrastructure has
attracted many familiesto new
developmentswhich seemtobe
emerging

Past Successes, New Challenges, a Bright Future

inthe development of aMaster
FacilitiesPlanby hiringa
demographer to performa
comprehensvedatistica analyss
of populationand enrolIment
trends. Thisinformationwill
ultimately determinethe breadth
and scope of future construction/
renovation whileassuring that the
Digrict redlizesmaximum
reimbursement from the State
Department of Education. During
thenext year, theBoard splanfor
accommodeating anticipated growth
will beunveiled. It promisesto be
aninitiativethat will responsibly
meet the needs of our growing
student population.

I wouldliketo again thank the
Board, staff, studentsand
community for welcoming mewith
openarms. | look forwardto
building on the successesof those
who preceded me and devel oping
aVisonfor the Future so that the
District may continueto be one of
theregion’sleading public school
gysems.

everywhere. With
that growth comes
aresponghbility to
providethe
facilities, programs,
and personnel that
will enablethe
digtrict to continue
deliveringthehigh
quality programs
and servicesthat
thecommunity has
cometo expect.
TheBoard recently

Dr. John S, iSanti , perintendent, joins
Mrs. Ellen Campbell’s kindergarten students
for story time on Read Across America Day.
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West Allegheny high school
sophomore Tammy Thompson has
been selected asWest Allegheny’s
2005 SHASDA Student Perform-
anceAwardwinner. Thisawardis
designed to recognizeimprovement
relativeto expected performance.
Areasof improvement used by
administratorsand saff inthe
eval uation processinclude attend-
ance, grades, achievement test
scores, academic subjects, and the
practical andfinearts. Thompson
will behonored at the SHASDA

\(South HillsAreaSchool Didtricts

High School Announces SHASDA Award Winner
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Tammy Thompson

Association) Conferenceon

Saturday, April 23, at Linden Hall

in Dawson, Pennsylvania.
Inrecognition of Thompson's

~

determinationto significantly improve
her academic statusand reduce
absence and tardiness, the Student
Support Team unanimoudy selected
her for theaward. Prioritizing
attendancethisyear, sheachieveda
3.3 QPA for the second grading
period with a3.1 semester average.
Thompsonisthedaughter of George
and Ulrike Thompson and currently
resdeswith William and Nancy
Beaumont of Oakdale. While
undecided on aspecific career, she
hopestowork with animasin some

way. )

Superintendent Experienced in Educational Leadersnip

On January 12, 2005, the West
Allegheny Board of School
Directorshired Dr. John S. DiSanti
as Superintendent of Schoolsfor a
three-year term. With 18 yearsof
experience asaschool superin-
tendent, Dr. DiSanti comesto West
Allegheny from Derry Township
School DigtrictinHershey,
Pennsylvaniawhere he served for
sevenyearsintheposition. Before
that, heworked for 11 yearsas
superintendent of the Deer Lakes
School District where he started as
anassociatebuilding principal. He
began histeaching career inthe West
Middlesex School District wherehe
wasthe Director of Vocal Music as
well asabasebal | and strength/
conditioning coach.

Heiscredited withintroducinga
number of programsduring his
tenureat Derry including anearly
intervention programfor pre-
kindergarten children, student
apprenticeships, job shadowing,

school-to-work programs, and aK-
12 curriculum Review and
Enhancement Initiative. Alsofamiliar
withfacilitiesissues, heoversaw the
planning andimplementation of $38
millioninrenovationsand new
congructionthere.

Prioritizing educationd excellence
during histermat Deer Lakes, he
wasinstrumental inincreasingthe
percentage of graduates pursuing
college and other post secondary
education from lessthan 50 percent
to 87 percent. Healso established
varioussupport programsfor district
families, acommunity service
initiative, before and after school
child care, and ingtituted Project
Kids, aprogramto assist preschool
children with developmental delays.

In 2002 Dr. DiSanti was sel ected
asthe Capital Region’sOutstanding
Superintendent inthe George M.

L eader Excellencein Education
AwardsProgram, and under his
leadership the Derry Township

Middle School wasawarded Blue
Ribbon status by the state and
federa department of education.
For hissupport of thearts, the
PennsylvaniaMusi ¢ Educators
Association (PMEA) recognized Dr.
DiSanti withitsOutstanding
Superintendent Award. A member of
AASA, PASA, PASCD, and
ASCD, Dr. DiSanti hasbeena
presenter at variousconferences,
conventionsand colleges/univergities.
Dr. DiSanti holdsaB.S. Degree
from IndianaUniversity of Penn-
sylvania, aMasters Degreefrom
Westminster College, andaPh.D.
fromthe University of Pittsburgh.
Dr. DiSanti said heis” excited”
about taking thedistrict'shemand
becoming apart of what hecalled“a
proud tradition of excellence.”
Origindly from Pittsburgh, hesaid
he, hiswife Judy and threechildren
arelooking forwardtoreturning. In
hissparetime, heenjoyscoaching
baseball and ice hockey.

WA TODAY
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West Allegheny WeighsFinancia Impact of Act 72

On September 3, 2004, the
Homeowner Tax Relief Act (Act 72)
becamelaw, although the name of
the statute may not accurately
describethelegidation. If substantial
revenues are generated by thedot
machinevenues, there could be
sometax relief. Far moresignificant,
however, than any potentid relief are
thetax shiftsand school district
budgetary limitationsimposed by the
satute. TheWest Allegheny Board
of School Directorshasbeen
studying the potentia implicationsof
Act 72 for several months. On
January 12, 2005, the District hired
Public Financiad Management Inc.
(PFM) afinancia advisory firm, to
performacomprehensive analysisof
how optingintoAct 72would
impact theWest Allegheny School
Didtrict. Giventhecomplexitiesof
thenew legidation anditsmany
unknowns, amultitude of
Pennsylvaniadistrictshave chosento
securefinancia advisory firmsto
assistthemintheir analyss.

Act 72 purports property tax
reductionsfor home owners. At the
sametime, it calsfor anincreasein
earnedincome/personal income
taxes. Thus, itismorelikely that
wage-earning property ownerswill
see moreof ashift rather thana
reductionintheir taxes. Whilethe
legidation may seemtofavor
property ownerswho are
unemployed, it hasno provisionto
reducetaxesfor individualswho
rent. Their taxes, if they are
employed, will increase. Evensenior
citizenswho areretired could be
negetively affected if thetaxis
imposed on all persona income.

Ononehand, thelegidation
proposesdistributing funds
generated from gambling to digtricts

Far moresignificant, however,
than any potentid relief arethe
tax shiftsand school district
budgetary limitationsimposed
by the statute.

that opt intoAct 72. Ontheother
hand, it obligatesthose samedistricts
touseavoter referendumtoraise
taxesaboveabasic cost of living
increase. Sincethe operational costs
associated with school districts
usually exceed that basic allowance,
thereferendumissue hasserious
implications. Higtoricaly, sateswith
school referendumshavenot fared
well intheir support of schools. Over
time, theresult of thisfallureto
appropriately fund the schoolscan
be devastating. Studentsoftenfind
themsalvesattending deteriorating
buildingswithout important programs
that have been lost to budget cuts
whileresdentsinthecommunity fed
thesting of fallinghomevalues.

For school districtsthereismuch
uncertainty. Act 72will not generate
any additiona revenuefor the school
budget. Infact, higher adminigtrative
costsfor the school businessoffice
will actualy reducethe amount of
money thedistrict can alocateto
educating students. Moody’s
Investors Service declared that debt

issued under Act 72 will betreated
as“limited tax debt,” and, asa
result, the cost of borrowing money
for districtswill increase. Further-
more, the budget processwould be
accelerated by four monthsmaking it
extremdly difficult to accurately
project revenues/expenditures.
Atthistime, West Allegheny’s
enrollmentisrisng. Current and
projected residential development in
both North Fayette and Findlay
Townshipsisattractingmorefamilies
with school-age childrento our
community. Thisgrowing student
populationwill bringincreased costs
for building renovationand
construction, program devel opment
and expansion, and additional staff.
Prior toany decision, theBoard
wantsto befully cognizant of the
long-term effect that optingintoAct
72 would have ontherevenuesthat
areessentia to meeting the opera-
tiona needsof agrowingdistrict.
Dataprovided by thefinancia
consultant will assst theBoardin
identifying thefisca optionthat will
be most prudent for the District.
After theanalysisby PFM is
completed, theresultswill be
presented at apublic meeting
alowingtimefor thedigrict to
carefully consider itschoicebefore
theMay 30, 2005 state deadline.

Read AcrossAmericaCed ebrated

-continued from page 1-

Karen Meyers, DebbieTurici, Beth
Schultz, TanyaSekelik, Mary
Lococo, and Carol Pearlstein
coordinated theevent. Read
AcrossAmericaisacollaborative
effortincludingtheWest Allegheny
Schoal District, theWest Allegheny
Education Association (WAEA),

theWest Allegheny Education
Support ProfessionalsAssociation
(WAESPA), andtheMoon
EducationAssociation (MEA).
WAEA Communications
Chairperson ColleenKinevey
applied for a$2,000 PSEA grant,
whichwasawarded to WAEA to
defray the expenses of the program.

March/April 2005
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Soldier Returning from Duty in Iragq Thanks Students

Donaldson Elementary third
grader Israel Haugentriesona
Military Police (MP) armband
during a visit by Army National
Guard Specialist Daren Wooten.

Speciaist Daren Wooten of the
Army Nationa Guardvisited
Donadson Elementary studentson
February 17 to thank them for the
cardsand giftsthey senthimwhilehe
wasstationedin Iraq. Heanswered
guestionsfrom the studentsabout his
experiencewithregardtothelragi
peopl e, the country, the weather, the
clothing hewore, and the equipment
he used.

A 2001 West Allegheny graduate,
Wooten attended IndianaUniversity
of Pennsylvaniafor ayear and then
enlistedin 2002. Hewas sent to

Oklahomafor basictraininginfield
artillery and then deployed oversess.
After serving briefly inKuwait, he
was sent to Irag, where he spent
amost ayear assignedtothe military

police. Hetoldthestudentsthereis
apossbility hewill bedeployed
again. WilsonteachersKaren
Meyers, LisaBarr, and SaraMead
coordinated thevisit.

Inthespirit of Valentine sDay, a
classof Wilson Elementary fifth
gradersshareditsloveof reading

the St. Columbkille Preschool
programon February 9. Theolder
childrenfirst wrotetheir own
Vaentinestoriesin classand took
themaongtoreadtothe
preschoolersduring their visit.
They dsoworked on Vaentineart
projectswith theyounger children.
After eachfifth grader had a
chanceto lead the classin asong,
thegroup enjoyed refreshments
together. Fifth gradeteacher

andwritingwith childrenenrolledin

West Allegheny Fifth Graders Share
Vaentine Sorieswith Preschoolers

V\Mson fifth grader Josi Snagoga
(right) works on a Valentine art
project with a preschooler at S.
Columbkille Preschool.

Nancy Saleand student teacher
Susan Traurig coordinated the
activity asaclassservice project.

Engmeer DlmUs&sof Electricity

= Attention €

Thedistrictisin need of
substitutesfor cafeteria
workers, clerical support staff,
and custodians.

For hours and pay rate contact
Mary Kelsey, 724-695-5217.

Mechanica engineer James Guiddy
demondtrated variouselectrical
applicationsfor studentsin Deana
Mack’sfourth gradeclassat McKee
Elementary School on February 17.

Pictured with Guiddy are Sydney
HainesandAlec Thein. Guiddy told
the studentshow he uses el ectricity
on thejob and provided some
hands-on activities. Thediscussion
included examples of such day-to-
day usesof dectricity aslight
switchesand ceilingfans. Heaso
explained more complex applica
tions, likeremote control devisesfor
televisonsand emergency lighting
systemsactivated inthe event of
power failures. Theteacher planned
thevisit to supplement ascience unit
onmagnetismand el ectricity.

WA TODAY
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Digtrict Website Wins Second Consecutive StiateAward

TheWest Allegheny School District
websitereceived an award of honor
inthe 2004 Pennsylvania School
Public RelationsAssociation
(PenSPRA) annud “Excellencein
Education” communicationscom-
petition for the second consecutive
year. InaFebruary 28 releasefrom
PenSPRA, West Allegheny’ssite
waslisted among only five school
district websites selected for awards
from entriesacrossthe state. Last
year thedistrict’ swebsitewas one of
only four winnersinthecompetition.

Enhancingthedidtrict's
communication network, thewebsite
continuesto expand with new pages
and updated information at

www.westallegheny.k12.paus.
Among themost recent additionsare
the new student assessment tools,
Scantron and My Access. Also, this
year agroup of McKee studentsand
teachersteamed up to expand class
web pageswhileothersare
experimenting withamessage board.
For amore user-friendly and
cons stent appearance, thehome
page and many of the subpageshave
beenredesigned thisyear.
Informationiskept current through
regular updatesof on-line
curriculum-related activities, like
meath and scienceinitiatives
digtrictwide. New postingsaso
include high school happeningsfrom

Hot Chocolate BringsWarmWishes
to BusDriversfrom Students

L -

Middle school student government members Melanie Vargon and
Nick Hickmott presented district bus driver Helen Kennedy with a
mug of hot chocolate on February 14. The gesture was planned by
the group to recognize bus drivers for the important role they play in
the lives of students. The students also thanked the bus drivers with
a decorative magnet and an oversized bright yellow sign on the
outside of the middle school building reading “ e appreciate our
busdrivers.” Debbie Kazar isthe student government faculty

SpONSOr.

the Future Business L eaders of
Americaclub, French classes, and
lifeskillsclasses.

Theschool district report cardis
posted onlinea ong with PTA
information, avariety of forms, a
district map, directionsto al school
buildings, the school calendar, sports
schedules, artsinitiatives, and other
resourcesfor parents, teachersand
students. Onthe Communications
pageweekly event listings, school
news, an on-line 28-page School
and Community Guideand PDFfiles
of themost recent community and
employeenewdettersareavailable.

Thedistrict wel comessuggestions
toimproveitswebsite, Please
contact Dr. JamesHoover, McKee
principal, by phone (724-695-5260)
or e-mail (jhoover @westallegheny.
k12.pa.us.)

Author to Discuss
Writing Career

Children’sauthor KatherineAyres,
affiliated with The Graduate Writing
Programsat Chatham College, will
vigt thethreeelementary schoolsto
talk about booksand writingon
April 18, 19, and 21. Her newest
booksare Matthew’ s Truck and Up,
Down andAround. Oneof her
poems* Creatures of the Water,” has
beenturnedintoasongandis
avalableonthe CD entitled” So
Much Funto Pretend!” The
digtrict'selementary librarians, Lin
Naesnick, Nancy Howell, and Beth
Schultz are coordinating the
presentations. For moreinformation
onKatherineAyers, visit the
elementary web pagesat
www.westa legheny.k12.pa.us.

March/April 2005
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% Beyond West Allegheny: Alumni Update #

Sharing the Accomplishments of our Graduates

% LanceCorporal Brad Ferrie
‘02 - waswelcomed back fromthe
war inIrag by Wilsonfirst gradersin
Carol Rozum'’sclassat aVeteran's
Day program on November 9,
2004, at theschool. The students
thanked himfor hisservicetothe
country and presented himwith
cardsthey madeinclass. Ferrie
answered questionsand showed the
studentsphotographsand articles
related to hisduty inlrag. A mem-
ber of the Marine Corps Reserve
Unit near Erie, Pennsylvania, anda
student at Edinboro University,
Ferriewas stationed outside of

Fallujah, Irag, whereheworkedasa | @ f

driver inthe Truck Company re-
sponsiblefor troop movementsin
and out of Irag aspart of theinser-
tion and extractionteam. Ferrie
spent seven monthsin Irag, one
monthin Kuwait, and six weeksin
Camp Pendleton, Cdlifornia.

# Michael Johns*99 - directed
anindependent filmentitled“ The
Baance,” which premiered at Lowes
Theatre at the Waterfront on January
27 withthreeshowsat 7:00 p.m.,
8:30 p.m., and 10:00 p.m. A portion
of theticket proceeds benefited the
World of Hope Foundation. On his
website (Www.theba ancefilm.com)
Johnsprovidesinformation onthe
production, which he a so produced,

Added Safety Measure :
Tip Hotline I
724-695-5235 I

for reporting concerns :
ol

co-wrote and coedited. Theplot
reflectsthe struggle of amanwho
loseseverythingand involvesthe
characters”inaridethat never letsup
from beginningtoend.” Appearingin
thefilm are Joe Geragi, Lani Cataldi,
Groover and other talent fromthe
Pittsburgharea.

This column is an effort to share

with the community what our
graduates do after they leave West
Allegheny. Please contact Carol
Bonnar, Communications
Coordinator, (Phone - 724-695-
5274, Fax - 724-695-3788, e-mail
cbonnar @westallegheny.k12.pa.us)
if you would like to include an
alumni update in a future issue.

Spring Musica “ Into theWoods’

Featur&s Fal ry TaI e Characters

Pictured arethe students
playingthelead and
supporting rolesinthe
2005 springmusical
production of “Into the
Woods,” presented on
March 11-13 and 17-19

Cosnek, KristinLove, Kyle
Helliar, Nikki Miele, and
Mike Timcheck; (third row)
Ross Rohbeck, Rhiannon
Snyder, Molly DePew, Pat
Timon, and ShaneGlass,

inthe Sewart Morgan Auditorium
at West Allegheny High Schooal:
(first row) Sharon Rice, Carrie
Lowery, AnikaBédll, David Gorski,
and Mary Monroe; (second row)
Josh Isenberg, Rachel Knarr,
StephanieMartinez, Steven

(fourthrow) Sarah Carr,
Shannon Pack, Tiffani Gambone,
ChelseaChristopher, and Rob
Gregg. A complimentary luncheon
and admissiontotheMarch 13
matinee performance of theshow are
provided for nearly 200 members of
thedistrict’'sGold Card Club.

WA TODAY
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Future BusinessLeaders Quaify for State Competition

On January 21, membersof the
West Allegheny High School chapter
of Future BusinessL eadersof
America(FBLA) attended the
Region Leadership Conferenceat
Bishop CanevinHigh School in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Out of the
twenty-two attendees, thirteen
qudified for the State L eadership
Conferenceto beheld April 13-16
at Seven SpringsMountain Resortin
Champion, Pennsylvania

Theresultsfor thestatequalifiers
areasfollows. BethWilking
(second place, Business
Calculations), Nick Zemanek (first
place, C++ Programming), Jamie
Schumacher and Mike Serventi (first
place, Desktop Publishing), Chrigtina
Orr and Heather Detwiler (second
place, Desktop Publishing),
MarandaWodzinski, Arianna
Carrington, and Phil Gertz (first
place, Emerging BusinessIssues),
Tim Pearce (second place, Java
Programming), AdrianneM cGraw
(first place, Job Interview), Shawn
Sehgdl (first place, Word Processing
), and Greg Marshall (second place,
Word Processing I1).
Alsoplacingintheir eventswere
Syed Haque (third place, Word
Processing 1), Patrick Cannon
(fourth place, Public Speaking ) and
Evan Corcoran (fifth place,
AccountingI1). Inaddition,
MarandaWodzinski (WA FBLA
President) and Jamie Schumacher
(WA FBLA Secretary) were
awarded Who'sWhoin FBLA
awards. West Allegheny High
School a so took second placeinthe
Outstanding Chapter Competition.
Club sponsorsare LisaMonzo and
DennisCatrain.

Students ExperienceAtmosphere
of America s Southeast Region

\olunteer Lenny
Jones (grand-
father of fourth
grader Jeff
Lipinski) helps
fourth graders
Nathan Hubauer,
Sydney Haines,
Seven Metott,
and Kevin Handy
make peanut
butter.

—

McKeefourth gradersexplored
the Southeast region of the United
Statesby participatinginvarious
activitiesintegrating social studies,
art, music, and language arts.
Withthehelp of family members,
the students had an opportunity to
tastefood indigenousto each of
the 12 southeastern states, like
applebutter fromWest Virginia's
apples, peanut butter from
Georgia’'s peanuts, and pecan
cookiesfromAlabama’s pecans.

SinceNorth Carolinaishis-

torically recognized asthefirst
sateusing air flight, another
activity involved making andflying
model airplanes. Studentswere,
likewise, introduced to bead-
stringing from Horidaand
karaokefrom Tennessee. They
also experienced Louisanaand
theMardi Grasby making Mardi
Grasmasks. Fourth grade
teachersRobin Gilden, Deana
Mack, MelissaPratt, Tina
Seybold, and Bill Welsh coor-
dinated the event on January 31.
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ety Advicefrom our Local Police

Motor Scooters
Prohibited on Sreets

Editor’s Note: This column contains the seventh in a series of articles from the local police departments on
safety issues. This article was submitted by the North Fayette Township Police Department. Look for more
articles from Findlay Township and Oakdale Borough in future issues.

Although motor scootersare most

likely onmany children’swishligs,
the PennsylvaniaDepartment of
Trangportation cautioned that their
use on Pennsylvaniaroadwaysand
publicsdewaksisillega and rictly
prohibited.

“Whilemotor scootershave
becomeapopular form of trans-
portation over the past severa years
with children and teens, their useon
public roads and sidewal ks can be
dangerous, andthey areillegd,” said
Betty L. Serian, Deputy Secretary for
Safety Adminigtration at PennDOT.
“Parentsshould consider the safety
and restricted use of thesevehicles
beforepurchasing.”

“Whileit’slegd for foot-powered,
non-motorized scootersto be used
on sidewalks, e ectric or gasmotor-
powered versionscan only beridden
on private property,” said Serian.

Under the PennsylvaniaVehicle
Code, motor scootersareclassified
asmotor vehicles. Tobelegaly
operated on theroad, amotor
scooter isrequired to beregistered,
inspected and insured. However,
many scootersdo not havethe
equi pment requirements needed to
passinspection. Unlikeaconven-
tional motor vehicle, motor scooters
areunencl osed vehiclesthat expose
the operator to therisk of an
immediate, unprotectedimpact with
other motor vehiclesand pedestrians,
without the benefit of safety
equipment such asfenders, turn
sgnals, lightsor tiressuitablefor

highway use. Moreover, many of the
motor scootersarenot certified to
meet Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards, the minimum federal
equipment standardsrequired for al
new vehiclesmanufactured for use
ontheroadways.

Although many modelsexist intoday’smarket, typically amotor
scooter isatwo tandem-wheeled (onein front of the other) vehicle
powered by an engine (gasoline or electric) and may or may not havea
seat or saddlefor thedriver. Theterm motor scooter includessmall
motorcycles, mini-bikes, mini-cyclesand themorerecent “ pocket
bikes’ and* pocket rockets,” aswell asmotorized standing scooters.

“Thelack of safety equipment,
coupled with thefact that many
motor scootersare so small they
cannot be seen by other drivers,
poses ahazard to the scooter drivers
and other motorists,” Serian said.

“ Some scooters stand only 18 inches
highorless”

Inadditiontotheregistration,
ingpection, equipment andinsurance
requirements, scooters may not be
operated by unlicensed driversif
driven on highwaysor public
sdewaks. Scootersare commonly
purchased for use by childrenand
teens, most of whom do not possess
adriver’slicense.

A common misconceptionisthat
scootersthat have an enginewith
lessthan five brake horsepower do
not fall under regulation. However,
all scooters, regardiess of
horsepower, areregulated. Brake
horsepower, ameasure of power at

thepoint of ddlivery, isusedto
definethe power of scootersand
mopeds.

There are afew motor scooters,
however, manufactured for highway
use. These scootershavea
certificationlabel onthem, which
certifiesthat they meet federa
equipment standards. A 17-digit
vehicleidentification number isalso
affixed on these scootersby the
manufacturer, transferabletothe
purchaser with either a
manufacturer’ scertificate of
ownership or atitle. These scooters
conformtofedera and statevehicle
equipment requirementsand
standardsand, when properly
registered, inspected and insured,
may be operated on the highway by
alicensed driver.

For more information contact
John Bates, North Fayette Police
Officer, 724-695-5258.
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Employees Recognized for Service

Thedigrictisplanningitsfourth aredigiblefor thishonor, depending
annua employeerecognitiondinner  ontheir length of serviceonthejob.
for Wednesday, March 30, at All employees, who havereached
Ceebrationsand Moreon Steuben-  designated milestonesintheir years
villePikeinImperial. Doorsopenat  of servicewith West Allegheny,
6:00 p.m. with abuffet dinner at receive acomplimentary dinner and
6:30 p.m. followed by aprogram asmal gift. Thosemarkingtheir
starting at 7:45 p.m. Donaldson 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, and 30th
Elementary Principa PatriciaNolan,  anniversary will be honored.
who chairstheevent,isworkingwith  Theformat for the ceremony will
themembersof theplanning includeintroductionsand personal

committeeonfindizingthedetalls. comments about each of those
Dinner will befollowed by a individualswith 25 or 30 yearsof

recognition programto emphasize sarvice. Becauseof timelimitations,

theimportance of employeeservice.  aPowerPoint presentation will

featurethose honoreeswith 10to 20
yearsof service.

All schoal district employees, both
ingtructiona and non-instructiond,

Program IntroducesKindergartners
to Children’'sHospital Care, Facilities

Wi Ison kindergarten student Dylan Bolind getsready to listen to his
heartbeat through a stethoscope during a visit on February 15 by
Meredith Friedrick of Children’'s Hospital of Pittsburgh. Awaiting their
turn are Nichole Kadlecik and Jacob Potts. Funded by the Wlson
PTA, the presentation entitled The Discovery Programis designed to
prepare children for hospital treatment. Friedrick talks with the
students and uses a video in which puppet characters introduce the
people, procedures, and equi pment encountered in a hospital
emergency room. Kindergarten teachers Suzan Braun and Mary Alice
Medlin arranged the visit.

Strategy Game
HelpsDeveop
Strong Math Skills

e
W d

Donaldson Elementary students
Samantha Coffaro and Alex Bartha
use deductive reasoning to play a
math game.

West Allegheny dementary
studentsin gradestwo throughfive
have been sharpening their math
skillsthisyear usng NIM, astrategy
gamethat originatedin China. It
wasgivenitsnameby Charles
Boutonwho named it after an
archaic Englishword meaning to
steal or takeaway. Thegameis
played by taking turnsremoving
objectsfrom apile, and thewinner
must avoid having to takethelast
object. Studentshave been prac-
ticingtheir NIM skillsandlearning
how to play thegameusinglogicand
analysisinstead of luck.

Somefourth grade studentsat
Donaldson Elementary School re-
cently participatedinaNIM Work-
shop. They weregiven thetask of
gathering mathematical dataand
discerning patterns. Thishelped them
learn how to describe mathematical
expressonsvisually and agebra-
ically. Andal thewhile, the students
thought they were playing agame.
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Odyssey Writing Contest Winners
ShareWork with Young Listeners

Englishteacher BethVoltzand ESL
(English asaSecond Language)
teacher Erin M cGowan sponsored
the contest aspart of Read Across
AmericaDay celebrating thelegacy
of children’sauthor Dr. Seuss.

Asthewinnersof the Odyssey
Storybook Writing Contest, the
following ninth grade studentshad an
opportunity to read achildren’sstory
they wrote based on episodesin The
Odyssey to studentsat Donaldson

and McKeeon February 25: Editor’snote: Intheright
Raguel Burke, Amandaleonard, column is a condensed version of
David Ceramina, Katie Sinagoga, one of these stories. Original

color illustrations on the cover
and throughout the book bring the
story to life for young children.

Honor Society Pink Dessert Sale
Ral sesAwareness of Breast Cancer

h-—.

Jen Kampetis, Nicole Christ, Lauren
Graziano, Tyler Kocuba, Dave
Zvirman, and AmandaK ovach.

Fl

West Allegheny Middle School students Corina Rozum, Lulu Lajmiri,
Marie Dabat, Sacy Teierle, and Shannon Messner helped make and sl
pink cotton candy as part of a month-long effort during January to
raise money to benefit breast cancer research and treatment. Behind
the students guidance counsel ors Jeff Kiser and Mary Alice Desiderio
prepare the next batch of cotton candy. The pink dessert sale
sponsored by the National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) raised a total
of $750, which was presented to a representative of the Susan G
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation Race for the Cure on January 26.

Call the School NEWSL INE: 724-695-5205
for calendar updates, school delaysand closings

The Beggar

and the Faithful Dog
by Raquel Burke

Thebeggar had trained the dog
Argoswhen hewasapuppy. But
Argos had not seen hismaster for
over 20years...

Thebeggar’srea namewas
Odysseus. Hewasavery pow-
erful manfrom Ithaca. During
those 20 yearsthat Odysseuswas
gone, Argoswaited for hismaster
to come back home.

Oneday Argosheard
Odysseus svoice nearby.
AlthoughArgoswasold, hetried
towag histail, and hisearsdightly
perked up. Hewastheonly one
that recognized Odysseus.

Odysseus saw hisdog and how
badly hewastreated sincethelast
timehesaw him. It made
Odysseussad. ..

Thebeggar’snew friendtells
him of Argos'sowner. He
explainsthat they think Odysseus
waslost or died during thewar.

When Argos'sowner washome,
hewasstronger, faster, and
smelled scentsthat no other dog
couldsmell. Now heisold, dow,
and sick because heisnot taken
careof.

Theolddogwaited for his
master to come homesafely.
Now that Odysseusishome,
Argoscan peacefully gotodoggie
heaven.

. J
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Upcoming
School
Board Meetings

Next CommitteeMeetings:
Wed., Apr. 13, 2005
Wed., May 11, 2005

Next Regular Meetings.
Wed., Apr. 20, 2005
Wed., May 18, 2005

Meetingsbeginat 7:30 p.m.
at Donaldson Elementary School
and are open to the public.

CSl: Applying Scientific Techniques

Wi son third graders Lacie Gary, Alaina Fritz, and Nikki Bogden take
their own fingerprints during a program called Crime Scene
Investigation (CSl) presented by the Carnegie Science Center on
February 11. Given a scenario of a million dollar robbery, students
learned actual techniques and experiments scientists use to uncover the
truth and solve the crime. The Wilson PTA funded the program, which
was provided to students at all grade levels.

Physical Education Classes Benefit from MAC Grant

West Allegheny Middle School
physical education teacher Mary
Lococo (front, center) received a
$500 MAC grant fromthe
McDonald's Corporation to usefor
hands-onlearning activitiesinthe
classroom. Pictured with Lococo
aremiddleschool students (front)
Lolene Germany, Ravi Jasti, (back)
Emily Fritz, Sam Hartman, and
Sarah Seik holding pedometerspaid
for by thegrant.

Studentswear the pedometers
during physical education classes.
Asafitnessactivity, thedifferent
classesare competing against each
other to bethefirst to reach one
millionsteps.

Representativesfrom McDonad's
inImperial visted theschool on

December 17, 2004, to present
Lococo withthe check anda
certificate acknowledging her asthe

grant recipient. TheMAC Grant
program isdesigned to support
teacher initiativeinthe classroom.

March/April 2005

13 WA TODAY



Concert Features High School Bands  StudentsProduce
History Video

TheWest Allegheny High School
Mid-Winter Band Concert on
February 7 featured high school
studentsingrades9through 12in
threeinstrumental groups. Joining
forcesfor thefirst half of theshow,
the Concert Band and the
Symphonic Band performed the
followingmusica sdections
“Westridge Overture,” “They Led
my LordAway,” “ Bandology,”
“ScalingtheNorthWall,” and

“Sedona.” TheWind Ensemble
concluded the programwith*“Inthe
Bleak Mid-winter,” “ Second Suitein
F” “Their BlossomsDown” (witha
narration by Dr. John S. DiSanti,
Superintendent), “Horentiner,” and
“Variationson aKorean Folk Song.”
The concert wasrecorded as part of
a“Year-in-Review” tape, whichwill
beavailablelater thisyear. Jason
Cheskawichisthe high school band
director.

McKee students Gina Flecker and
Brady Roese interviewed their
mothers Theresa Merante and
Angie Roese, respectively, to
record their family history on
digital video disks.

A group of McKee Elementary
Sudentspremiered anorigind living
history video on January 21. Fourth
andfifth grade students, Nia

Cheeseboro, Elysse Cimoch,

( Character Education Stresses R&pect Shennen Ereek, GinaFlecker,
Donaldson guid- Kelsey Matthews, Brady Roese,
ance counsslor and Jennifer Zysk participatedina
Kristen Newdll writing programentitled“ Living
and North Fay- Higstory.” They learnedinterview
ette Police Officer techniquesand practicedona
John Bates pre- teacher and apeer.
sented alesson Thefina stepwasto record family
focusngonre- higtory by interviewing afamily
spect as part the member or friend of thefamily on
character educa videotape. Eachfamily provided 6-
tioncurriculumto 12 photographstoillustratethetime
gradesone : period being discussed. Thefinished
throughfour on February 9. The  asconsiderationof fedings. The | Productisanarated history video,
discussion on salf-respect presentationsasoinduded whichrunsfor 35 minutes. Sheryl
emphasized theimportanceof information on respect for others Remaly, teacher at McKeeand
rest, nutrition and exerciseaswell  and respect for authority. Donaldson, coordinatesthe

_/ program.
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SurveysComplete
for Middle States
Accreditation

Theprocessfor West Allegheny
High School’sapplicationfor Middle
SatesAccreditationinvolved
surveying target audiencesfor input
on meeting the needs of itsstudents.
Survey questionsfocused onthe
digtrict'smission, beliefs, and
philosophy, aswell asstudent
learning, facilities, and programsat
thehigh school.

TheMiddle StatesAccreditation
Committeewill usetheinformation
fromthesurveysof students,
teachers, the community, the board,
and theadministration to definetwo
maj or objectivesfor continuousim-
provement of educational oppor-
tunitiesfor al students. Once
identified, the objectiveswill be
publicized andimplemented over the
next year.

In February of 2006, aMiddle
SatesAccreditation audit teamwill
vigtthehigh school and evauateits
progressinaccomplishing these
goas. For moreinformation contact
committee coordinatorsDr. Earl
Bradford Smith, assistant principd,
and Martin L estander, technology
education teacher.

Visit
West Allegheny
onlineat: www.
westallegheny.k12.pa.us

. J

WA Senior Athletes Choose Colleges

At a press conference on February 2 West Allegheny High School senior
Emmanuel (C.J.) Davis (sitting, left) signed a letter of intent to play
football starting next year at the University of Pittsburgh, and senior
Joshua Shelton (sitting, right) committed to play football for
Mercyhurst College. Those standing are Athletic Director David
McBain, Football Coach Bob Palko, Davis's parents, Emanuel and
Diane Davis, Shelton’s parents, Debra and David Shelton, and
Principal Daniel Smith.

il Sports Banquels
Girls' Basketball - March 13
Swim Team - April 10

Senior Class
Candy sale benefiting the Prom
hMareh 7 - 31

Girls’ Soccer Booslers
Might at the Races, Findlay Activity Center

P SR
ys

Pow-Wow Committee
Sponsoring a Dance

April 2 J
Student Government
Sponsoring a dance at the high schoaol

April 15, 7:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

cjaié:-
Girls’ Softball Boosters
Car Wash at Mclonald’s in Impenal
May 7
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/ItisthepolicyoftheDistrict\ <

not todiscriminateon the N&?\‘ TO DAY WA\‘
basis of race, sex, religion,

ce L RIENIENE L ES S5 BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

handicap in |tsgducat|opgal_ Mr. John Scott, President Mrs. Debbie Mirich
programs, services, facilities, Mr. Carl DeCarlo, Vice President  Mr. James Morosetti
activitiesor employment Mr. Thomas Bayly Mr. Jeff Sweet
policiesasrequired by Title Dr. AnneBolind Andrews & Price, Solicitor

I X of the 1972 Educational Mr. Edward Faux Mr. Jerry Wessel, Treasurer
Amendments, TitleVI and VI Mr. Bill Gamble Mrs. Veva Tessmer, Secretary

of the Civil RightsAct of
1964, asamended, Section
504 Regulations of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973, theAge

ADMINISTRATION

Dr. John S. DiSanti, Superintendent

Mr. Charles R. Fazekas, Director of Educational Services
Mr. Jerry Wessel, Business M anager

Discrimination Act o_f 1975, Mrs. Elaine Fitzgerald, Pupil Services Coordinator
Section 204 Regulations of the Mr. Daniel Smith, High School Principal
1984 Carl D. PerkinsAct or Mr. Richard Smith, High School Assistant Principal
any applicablefederal statute. Dr. Earl Bradford Smith, High School Assistant Principal
For information regardingthis Dr. Janet Walsh, Middle School Principal
policy, contact Compliance Mr. Andrew Oberg, Middle School Assistant Principal
Officer, Director of Pupil Mrs. Patricia Nolan, Donaldson Elementary Principal
Personnel Services, West Dr. James Hoover, McKee Elementary Principal
Allegheny School District Ms. Chrisanne DeCarlo, Donaldson/McK ee Dean of Students
\ Mrs. Kathleen Sites, Wilson Elementary Principal
P. O. Box 55, Oakdale, PA Dr. Chris Assetta. Wilson El tary Assistant Princioal
15071, 724-695-3422. or the r. Chris Assetta, Wilson Elementary Assistant Princip
Director of the Officeof Civil
: SCHOOL DIRECTORY
Rights, Department of Health, Superintendent (724) 695-5210
Education and Welfare, Wash- Director of Educational Services 695-5216
ington, DC 20201. The Business Manager 695-5212
school district shall not dis- Pupil Services Coordinator 695-5221
criminatein theoper ations/ District Technology Office 695-5222
functionsof thedistrict onthe Communications Coordinator 695-5274
basis of sex, color, national West Allegheny High School 695-7368
origin, religion, marital status, West Allegheny Middle School 695-8979
or handicap. Donaldson Elementary School 213-1010
, , M cK ee Elementary School 693-8451
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