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Artwork Awarded Finalist Status,
Representing Statein National Exhibit
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SudentsContinue

High Parformance
OnSaeTeds

Elementary studentsinal three
West Allegheny school buildings
surpassed their high scores of the
previousyear onthe Pennsylvania
System of School Assessment
(PSSA) testsin math and reading.
Theexamswereadministeredin
April 2005 to studentsin grades
five, eight, and eleven. The
projected targetsfor proficiency in
math and reading under theNo
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)
wereincreased from 35% to 45%
and from 45% to 54%, respec-
tively, compared to the previous
year.

Despitetheincreaseinthese
thresholds, West Allegheny is
ahead of scheduleinreaching the
NCLB god that all students
perform at |east at the proficient
level by 2014 withall district
schoolsachieving adequateyearly
progress (AY P) statusfromthe

-continued on page 2-
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What began asan extracredit
project in her eighth grade English
classresulted innationa recognition
for freshman M egan Kaulius. At
theencouragement of her English
teacher RitaWilson, Kaulius
entered the* Discover What Art
is...” competition sponsored by
VSA arts. InMay shelearned that
shewasafinalist, whoseartwork
was selected to represent her statein
a54-pieceexhibit, which openedin
Washington, D.C. last June.

Studentsin kindergarten through
twelfth gradefromall 50 states, the
Didtrict of Columbia, Guam,
Pekistan, and Saudi Arabia
submitted entries. Theexhibitwas
designed toraise awareness of the
importanceof theartsin education
for studentsof al abilities. To
highlight thisartwork from children
throughout the United Statesand
abroad, VSA arts, scheduled a
nationwidetour of theexhibit
following itsdebut in Washington.
Information ontheexhibit and the
VSA artsorganizationisavailable

Seniors Achieve Perfect Score

Congratulationsto seniorsL auren Monksand Chris
Purtdl for their perfect scoreontheAdvanced
Placement English L anguageand Compositionexam!

: ._.‘:.EV" C g

Megan Kaulius

“ Art is anything you want it
to be. Humans are amazing
and can do anything they
set their minds to.”

onlineat www.vsarts.org.

A picture of Kaulius sentry was
asofeaturedin acatalog along with
that of the other finalists. Her three-
dimensional piece, made of paper
pulp, plaster, paint, tissue paper, and
cardboard, isentitled“ArtIs
AnythingYouWant It ToBe.”
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sate. Preliminary reportsindicate
that the District, asawhole,
achieved adequate yearly progress
(AYP). Tomeet AY P, schools
must meet threetargets:
Participationrateonthe PSSA in
meath and reading for al students
and every measurable subgroup;
performance onthe PSSA in math
and reading for all studentsand
every measurable subgroup; and
either attendance or graduation.

In math, 84% of Donaldson
Elementary studentsperformed at
or abovetheseproficiency levels
compared to 77% the previous
year. Similar increaseswere seen
at McKeeElementary from 73%
t0 81% and at Wilson Elementary
from 82% to 86%. Reading
performanceasoimproved at
Donaldson from 72%to 74%, at
McKeefrom 69% to 72%, and at
Wilson from 80% to 87%.

Whilethe graduation and
participation rates surpassed state
thresholdsaswell, the percentage
of high school students (78%)
meeting or exceeding proficiency in
reading remained congtant. In

.

" West Al legheny State Test Scores )
Reflect Adequate Yearly Progress

-continued from page 1-

math the samewastruefor the
middleschool, where 67% of
studentsagain scored at or above
theproficient level.

Whiledtill exceedingthestate
standards, eleventh grade scoresin
math declined dightly from 67%to
64% proficiency, and eighth grade
scoresin reading went from 81%to
76%. Because of therequirement
that all subgroupswithinaschool’s
genera population must also meet
the 45% standard in math and the
54% standard in reading, the West
Allegheny Middle School wasgiven
awarning dueto one subgroup.
Among the subgroupsare specia
education, limited English
proficiency, and economically
disadvantaged.

With resourceteachersavailable
at al buildingsto assist students
who need extrahelp during the
school day, after-schooal tutoring
sessions, and ongoing modification
inthecurriculumaswell asinstruc-
tiond ddlivery, the Didtrict con-
tinuestowork toward the goal of
100% proficiency expected by
2014.

J

Professiona Devel opment Day Set

West Allegheny School Didtrict
teacherswill attend workshopsat
the County-wide Professional
Development Day facilitated by
theAllegheny Intermediate Unit on
October 10. Thisprogramisthe
firsgeventintheBuildingon
Student Successinitiative, aplan

devel oped by Allegheny County
Superintendents. Theexperienceis
designed to prepare teachersto
increase student achievement.
Among theworkshop presentersare
West Allegheny faculty members
BobbieClapperton, Valerie
Prevade, and TawnyaWeidinger.

Middle States
Process Groups
|mplement Plans

Improving academic performance
and strengthening technologicd skills
for dl studentsarethepriorities
targeted as part of West Allegheny
High School’sapplicationfor Middle
StatesAccreditation. Toaccomplish
the objectives set during the 2004-
05 school year, several process
groupswill devel op and monitor the
implementation of action plansduring
the current school year. Thegroups
will consist of students, staff
membersand board members
servingontheMiddle States
Accreditation Committee.

AvadlidationteamfromtheMiddle
StatesAssociation of Collegesand
Schools(MSA) will visitthehigh
school in February 2006 for anon-
stereview of the school’sprogress
toward accomplishing thefollowing
two objectivesby theyear 2012:

(1) “...studentswill demonstrate
improved academic achievement and
meet morerigorousacademic
standards|[by scoring higher on
PSSA and SAT testsand earning at
leasta”B” oncertain designated
coursesand projects].” (2)
“...every sudent will [demonstrate
proficiency] in gpplying computer
technologies...tointegratehigher
level thinking and critical reasoning
acrossthecurriculum [by earning at
leasta”B” onvariouscomputer
technology courses].”

Dr. Earl Bradford Smith, high
school assstant principal, and Mr.
Martin L estander, high school
technology teacher, arethe M SA
interna coordinators.
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From the Superintendent: Dr. John S. DiSanti

Sate of the District Address - August 30, 2005

| recently had the privilege of
delivering my State of the District
Addressto our professional and
support staff. During that
Address, | introduced 20 new
employeesand recognized our
Board of School Directorsfor
their ongoing commitment to
excellenceevidenced by the
adoption of a$42 million budget,
onethat will alow our staff to
providehigh quality programsand
servicesto our students. | also
spoke about West Allegheny’s
“Pyramid of Success’ --
Academics, TheArts, and
Athletics. It waseasy toidentify
many of thedistrict’saccom-
plishments. | noted our hightest
scores, individual academicand
performing artsawards, athletic
championships, and over $1.8
millioninscholarshipdallars
garnered by last year’ sgraduates.

Intheareaof Curriculumand
Ingtruction, theDidtrictis
extending and expanding various
programssuch as Junior
Achievement, after school reading

few. You might beinterested to
know that our districtisahomefor
twenty-four studentswhose primary
languageisnot English, but rather
German, Hindi, Spanish, Arabic,
Chinese, Japanese, & Krahn. We
haverestructured our Instructional
Support Team (IST) to better attain
raised student achievement, defined
specificguidelinesfor our writing
program (Vantage), and areinthe
processof formulating along-range
Curriculum Enhancement Initiative
whichwill encompassall content
areas.

Thedistrict continuesto invest
significant dollarsto upgrading and
expanding technology opportunities
for our studentsand staff asis

delineated in thisissue of WA Today.

Withregard to our Ancillary
Programs, our campus continuesto
grow with over 600,000 squarefeet
of buildingsand amost 200 acres of
grounds. Studentsand parents
should note severd facility

improvementswhich area so shared

inthispublication.
Our Food Service staff isnow

thefirst time, revenuesexceeded
onemilliondollars. Our busfleet
of 66 busessafely transports
studentsover 4,000 mileseach
day and logs another 15,000
milesfor activity runs.

Certainly, itiseasy to seethat
weareabusiness; abusinessof
devel oping and nurturing young
children until they leave usto
pursuetherr lives dreams.

Asl shared with our staff, our
“business’ carrieswithitan
awesomerespongbility.
Everyoneisvauedfor hisor her
contribution. Whether heor she
isateacher or administrator,
counselor, coach, cook, bus
driver, custodian, or secretary,
each playsanimportant rolein
assuring that our “clients,” the
students, are successful.

Our futurewill bring more
accomplishmentsand challenges.
| am confident that together, the
board, our staff, parents, and
community will build onour many
successesand transform each
chalengeintoapositive

andtutorials, Character Education,  serving over 270,000 lunches opportunity for children.
and Videography, tonamejusta  annually and 76,000 breakfasts. For
\S J

Resources Available for Families In Need of Help

TheWest Allegheny Family
Support Committeewasformed to
help district familieswith school-age
children. If you areaware of any

family with school-agechildrenliving
inthedistrict, who may beinneed of

support services, please contact the
following: LynnBirnie highschoal,
724-695-5252; Kristen Martin,
middle school, 724-695-8979, Ext.
2233; Kristen Newell, Donaldson,
724-213-1014; JoAnn Biscan,

McKee, 724-695-5267; Karen
Tracy, Wilson, 724-695-3300, Ext.
5304; and Meredith Gillo, District
Office, 724-695-5219. Recom-
mendationsfor help may beanony-
mousandwill remain confidentid.

October 2005

WA TODAY




High School STARS Group Strives
to Increase Student I nvolvement

High school members of STARS (Sudents Taking Action Reaching
Sudents) (front) Ashley Brandebura, (back) Samantha Gannon, Jamie
Mackey, Carley Lang, Angela Valentino, and Katelyn Thomas devel op
a presentation during a Career Ambassadors Certification Training
Session conducted by Vanessa Lund and Johanna Guarino of the
University of Pittsburgh’s Institute of Politics.

into one comprehensive group,
STARS (Students Taking Action
Reaching Students), and haveinvited
al high school studentsto partici-
pate. Thegroup’smissionisto
promote academics, leadership, and
community serviceandto make
school an exciting, educational, and

Whilereaching for thestarsis
awaysagood idea, West Allegheny
High School studentsfed aneven
better ideaisto reach other students.
They hopetoimproveinterpersonal
rel ationshipsby increasing student
involvement invariousacademic,
leadership and serviceendeavors

likethe National Honor Society, memorableexperience.

Student Government, Students Thisinitiativeisaproactive

againg Destructive Decisions approach to strengthen character

(SADD), and JROTC. education at the high school level.
Severd students, who served on Dr. Earl Bradford Smith, high

the high school Student Leadership ~ school assistant principal, chairsthe

Team and the district Character Character Education Curriculum

Education Curriculum Council last Council established last year to

Facility Upgrades
EnhancelL earning
Environment

To enhancethelearning environ-
ment for students, thedistrict
prioritized anumber of improve-
mentsat adl facilitiesover the past
year. Intheelementary buildings,
renovationsincluded exterior
improvementsaswell asnew
carpeting andtileinsideat Wilson
and McKee. Inaddition, cellings
werereplaced and lighting upgraded
at McKee. Wilson'sface-liftalso
resultedin freshly painted halways
and plansfor therestoration of the
historiclog house on the school
grounds. With work onthe new
baseball field at Donadson
progressing, thedistrict plansto have
it ready for spring sports.

Middle school studentsreturned
thisyear to repainted roomsand
hallwaysthroughout thebuilding.
Minor construction projectsthere
involved exterior repairstothe
landingsand curbs. The
maintenance staff a so worked on
changing the parking areasand
traffic patternsnear the building.

At the high school, workers
replaced theroof, restored the
canopy at themain entrance, and
madevariousother exterior
improvements. Insdethebuilding,
theathletic officesand severa
classroomswererel ocated.

TheBuildingsand Grounds
Department and its Supervisor,
Glenn Franceschina, takegreat

@ prideinthe

appearanceand
condition of the

year, have devel oped plansto assessand improve character i digtrict
incorporateal thehigh school clubs  education district wide. == fadlities
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Various Technology Initiatives
Planned for 2005-06 School Year

TheWest Allegheny School Didtrict
isupgrading technology with new
software and hardware district-wide
for the 2005-06 school year.
Working with Questeq, its
technology servicesprovider, the
district completed these
improvementsduring thesummer
months.

Software enhancements (Edline
and Gradequick) continueto
facilitateonlinegradeswhileVison
Softwarewill allow teachersto
monitor student computers.
Applications, like Deep Freeze,
which prohibitsunapproved
ingtd lation of programs, will protect
and extend computer life. Others,
likeTurn IT In, will beused at the
high school and middle school to
prevent plagiarism. Studentswill
aso benefit fromthelatestinmusic
notation and assessment software
withtheinstalation of Finale 2005.
Asan upgradeto the current e-mail
system, Exchange 2003 will enhance
the Web Outlook Interfacefor
checking e-mail over thelnternet.
Installation of thelatest version of
Winebago, an upgradeto the present
Library Circulation software, will
expand thefunctiondity of thelibrary
sysem.

Improvementsininstructiona
support areasinclude updating the
program that managesthe cafeteria
transactionsinorder tomaintain
software support and upgrading the
personnel systemto aWindows
verson. Thedigtrict will dso
increasetraining and utilization of the
testing and tracking programs
introduced thelast two years

(Scantron, Vantage, and QSP).

With computer replacement ona
four-year cycle, 265 new computers
replaced thosethat werefour years
oldthisyear. Whilesmaller thanthe
current computers, the new models
will have CD ROMs. CD Writers/
DVD Readerswill be added to new
computersdesignated for teacher
and presentation workstations. Flat
panel 17-inch monitorswill dsosave
on space. Thenew computersare
alocated for the elementary and
middleschool librariesand various
computer labsat dl fivebuildings.
Other replacement equipment
includesscannersfor theMcKee
andWilsonlibraries, printersfor
Wilson and the middle schoal, a
CAD (Computer Assisted Design)
plotter for the high school, and
replacement of some serversinthe
district computer center.

Last year thedistrict received
approva fromthestatefor an
extension of the current E-Tech Plan
until thebeginning of thenext
srategic planning cycle. Thisyear
thedigtrict will beupdatingitslong-
range E-Tech Plan asapart of the
five-year gtrategic plan. It alsowill
berewriting thetechnology
curriculumandreviewingthe
integration of technology into therest
of thecurriculum.

Staff computer facilitatorshaveaso
been redesigning layoutsand
expanding resourcesonthedigtrict’s
websiteat www.westallegheny.
k12.pa.usto provide updated and
accurate school informationto the
West Allegheny community onan
ongoingbasis.

Patriotic Themes
Commemorate

911ANNversayy

Wilson Elementary School first
grade students Noah Wilson,

Lexi Bray, and Jacob Eberhardt
wore red, white, and blue and
focused on patriotic symbols,
like the Statue of Liberty and the
American Flag, during art class
in remembrance of the fourth
anniversary of the September 11,
2001, terrorist attack on
America.

Isour f§
Newdetter
MallingList
Up to Date?

If you know of anyonelivingin
theWest Allegheny School District
whoisnot currently recelvinga
copy of thisnewd etter, pleaseask
them to contact the
CommunicationsOffice
at 724-695-5274.

Wewill beglad to add them

toour mailinglist.
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Parking Restrictions Promote Student, Staff Safety

TheWest Allegheny
School Didgtrictisrequesting the
public’scooperationwith regard to
parking at al fiveschool buildings.
Near the main entrances, thereare
areaswherethe curbsare painted
red to designate that spacefor
emergency vehicleresponse, such as
firetrucks, ambulances, and police
vehicles. Inemergency situations,
timeiscritical. If unauthorized
vehiclesusetheserestricted parking
areas, dso known asfirelanes,
vauabletimemay belost by first

respondersto thescene. Evenwhen
thereisno emergency, unauthorized
vehiclesparked near thebuildings
undermineschool campussecurity.
Toremindvisitorstorefrainfrom
parking inthese spaces, thedigtrict
hasingaledidentica sgnsalongthe
red curbsat each building. Thesigns
display the capitad letter Pwitha
dashthroughit and thewords“ Fire
Lane’ alongwiththemessage“No
Parking/No Stopping.” Visitorsare
not permitted to park inthese
restricted areas before, during, or

Program Focuseson National Anthem

West Allegheny Middle School eighth grade band members Liz Kelly,
Jenna Placha, and David Ferguson play “ The Sar Spangled Banner”
during the National Anthem Project program on September 14.

In celebration of the nationwide
“National Anthem Project,” students
intheWest Allegheny Middle School
assembled for afull-school singing of
the National Anthem on September
14, 2005. The ceremony began
with the presentation of the colorsby
high school membersof the Color
Guard fromthe Marine Junior
ROTC program. Whiletheeighth
gradeband played “ The Star
Spangled Banner,” theeighth grade

chorusledtheschool insong. Sixth
gradersthen read short essays about
theNationa Anthem.

All middle school studentsand staff
were asked to wear red, white and
blue. Thisdatewas set nationaly as
itistheanniversary of Francis Scott
Key’swriting of theNational
Anthem. Theevent wasorganized
by middle school musicteacher
M eagan Bruno astheweekly
advisor group activity.

after school hours.

Parents, staff members, and other
visitors, who drop off peopleor
materialsor enter thebuildings
themsalvesfor abrief period,
should park in areasdesignated
“Short-Term Visitor Parking.” At
thedementary buildings, short-
term parking will beavailable
acrossfrom themain entrance of
eachbuilding. Theroadway in
front of theentranceto themiddle
school will bedesignated “No
Parking.” All visitorsshould park
inthelotimmediately below that
road. Short-termvisitorstothe
high school may take advantage of
theparking placesnear thecircle
acrossfrom themain entrance.

Also, the North Fayette Police
Department has requested that
parentsdo not usethe service
road behind themiddle school.
Parents used to drive up theroad
near theflag pole, drop students
off and then attempt to pull back
into theflow of busesand other
vehiclescoming fromthehigh
school. Thisinterrupted theflow
of traffic on campusand
contributed to congestion at the
entranceon West Allegheny
Road. Toimprovetrafficflow and
safety, the Digtrict hasrestricted
accesstotheserviceroadto
employeesonly and blocked
accesstotheroad that runsaong
theeast sdeof thebuilding.

If visitors cooperate with these
parking restrictions, the campus
will becomeasafer placefor our
studentsand staff. Inaddition,
motor vehicleswill bein
compliancewith the Pennsylvania
Sate Vehicle Codeguiddines.

WA TODAY
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Donaldson Third Graders Cel ebrate Grandparents Day

Third grade students at West ey
Allegheny’sDond dson Elementary 5
School saluted their grandparents
with acelebration on September 16,
beginning with aprogram of songs
and poetry inthe cafeteriafollowed
by refreshments. Thechildrenthen
invited their grandparentstojoin
theminther classroomsfor avariety
of interactiveactivities.

Whiletaking with their guests, the
children recorded memoriesof the
grandparents’ childhoods, solved
mystery word puzzles, madefamily
trees, read stories, and played board
games. Beforetheprogramthe
students spent classtimewriting
about specia timesthey had shared
withtheir grandparentsand what
their grandparents meant to them.

In caseswhere agrandparent was
unableto attend, studentswerefree
toinviteanother older adult relative,  to be adopted asgrandparentsfor ~ coordinated by third gradeteachers,
friend or neighbor. Specid arrange-  studentswhosefamilieswere Kathy Van Winkle, Bob
mentswere madefor staff members  unavailablethat day. Theeventwas DeMario, and Tanya Sekelik.

Recent RetireesAcknowledged for Loyalty to Didtrict

Donaldson third grader Jenny Forse enjoyed a visit from her grand-
parents Richard and Joyce Spine and Sally WWebber during a program
honoring grandparents on September 16.

Former Director of Educational Sincejoining WestAllegheny in At arecent board meeting, Dr.
ServicesCharlesFazekas 1972, Fazekas served asMcKee DiSanti thanked Mr. Fazekasfor his
announced hisretirementin June Elementary Principal for 25years. many yearsof dedicated serviceto
with an effectivedate of July 31, Hewas appointed Director of thedistrict. Hesaid heparticularly

2005. However, hisplanstoretire  Educational Servicesin 1997, and appreciated Fazekas sguidance
havebeen somewhat delayed. On  servedfor thepast eight yearsinthat  when he, himsalf, wasnew to the
August 17, 2005, the West position asthe assistant to the digtrict. Dr. DiSanti dso
Allegheny School Board approveda  superintendent. Duringthattimehis  acknowledged the contributions of
supplementa contract naming him responshilitiesinvolvedadvisngthe 14 other staff memberswho retired

Interim Director throughNovember ~ board oninstructional programs, thispast summer. They are

11, 2005, during thesearchfor his including professond devdlopment, = Woodward Jarvis, David Silbor,
successor. Thisisthesecond curriculum, textbook adoptions, MarthaVenanzi, Dale Shirey,
interim positionhehasheldinthe personnd, and cafeteriaand Don Lang, G. Paul DeBor,
digtrictwithinthelast year, having transportation operations. Healso Madge M cCartney, ConnieVay,
been appointed asInterim served asaconsultant to the Sharon Emling, Linda Nalesnick,
Superintendent in January for several  superintendent during school board ~ Paul Beyer bach, Robin Gilden,
weeks beforethe board hired meetingson al other aspects KateSilberberg,and Marge
Superintendent Dr. John S. DiSanti.  pertaining to theschools. Simpson.

. _____________________________________________________________________________|
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*Alumni Update®r  \West Allegheny Bregkfast Medtings
Prepare Sudents, Parentsfor Graduation

Sharing the Achievements
of our Graduates

% Robert A. Frank, Ph.D. 74 -
iscurrently Interim University Dean
of the Graduate School and
Professor of Psychology at the
University of Cincinnati. Dr. Frank
has served in the Graduate School
for thepast fiveyearsfollowinga
five-year tenureasassociatevice
president for research. Hehas
garnered research fundingintwo
distinct areas, the psychopharma-
cology of drug abuse and human
tasteand odor perception, and has
written over 170 publicationsand
presentations. Hiscurrent research
focuses on the devel opment and
testing of anew medical device,
which may beuseful for theearly
diagnosisof anumber of disorders
(suchasAlzheimer’'sand
Parkinson’sdisease) that affect the
central nervoussystem.

% MichelleLong ‘01 -
graduated magnacum laudefrom
Westmingter Collegein May 2005
withaBachelor of Musicdegree. In
college, sheserved aspresident of
theflutechoir for threeyearsand
participated in marching band, wind
ensemble, and symphonic band for
four years. Shewasalsoamember
of KappaDetaPi, an education
honorary, and Omicron Delta
Kappa, aleadership honorary. She
beganteachingmusic at Serra
CatholicHigh School in
McKeesport at the start of the
2005-2006 school year. Besides
her teaching position, sheisasoa
fluteinsgtructor a Southwater Center
for theArtsin Sewickley.

Please e-mail information to
cbonnar @westallegheny.k12.pa.us
if you would like to include an
alumni update in a future issue.

West Allegheny seniors Brittany Chotta (center |eft) and Andrea
Walker (center right) attended the senior parent breakfast on
September 8 with their mothers Debbie Chotta (left) and Sharon
Walker for a presentation on preparing for graduation sponsored by
the high school Guidance Department.

West Allegheny twelfth grade
studentsand their parentswere
invited for thefirst presentationina
seriesof four breakfast meetings
coordinated by the West Allegheny
High School Guidance Officeon
September 8inthe high school

(- )

Visit
West Allegheny
onlineat: www.
westallegheny.k12.pa.us

\. J

cafeteria. Theseriesisdesignedto
alert both studentsand parentsto the
importance of preparation for
graduation well in advance of the
actual commencement date.

L eon Strimel, High School
Guidance Counsdlor, reviewed a
timelinefor seniorsincluding
ScholasticAptitude Test (SAT)
dates, financia aid workshops,
collegeapplication deadlines, and
other career-oriented programsand
sarvices. Tipsoncompleting the
senior profileand applyingto
collegeswerea so provided.

Similar presentationson planning
for graduation were scheduled for
parentsand studentsin eleventh
grade on September 13, tenth grade
on September 20, and ninth grade
on September 22. For information
contact Leon Strimel, guidance
counselor, at 724-695-5249.

WA TODAY
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School Board Hires Two Assistantsto Superintendent

TheWest Allegheny School District
Board of School Directorshired Dr.
ChristineAssetta astheAssistant
to the Superintendent for Curriculum
and Ingtructionand Dr. William
Englert astheAssistant tothe
Superintendent for Personnel and
Student Support Servicesat its

Donations Benefit
Disagter Victims
West Allegheny studentsand staff
membershavelaunched adistrict-
widecommunity serviceeffortto
raise money for those affected by
HurricaneKatrina. Administrators
met on September 2 to establish
guidelinesfor theinitiative. Each of
the schoolswill plan and coordinate
acollection between September 12
and November 15, 2005. At the
end of thisperiod, each school will
send acheck for thetotal donation
tothedistrict busnessofficefor
submissiontotheSdvationArmy.
At thehigh school the newly
organized group, Students Taking
Action Reaching Students
(STARS), hasnamedthehigh
school component “STARS* And
Then Some Collectionfor Victims
of HurricaneKatrina.” Various
fundraisers, such asclassroom
donationjars, bakesales, and
collectionsat homeathletic events,
arebeing considered. Thestaff
advisor for thegroup isspecid
education teacher Anthony
Cadtdluci. Plansfor fundraisersto
support hurricanerelief arealso
underway at themiddleschool and
theelementary buildings. Informa:
tionisavailableat the school offices.

regular meeting on September 21,
2005.

Dr. ChristineAssettahasbeen
employed with theWest Allegheny
School District since 1987. Shehas
served astheAssistant Principal at
Wilson Elementary School since
2000. Inaddition, shehasbeen
actively involvedinthedigtrict’s
curriculum development.Prior to her
adminigrativeassgnment, shewas
an elementary teacher at McKee
Elementary School. Dr. Assetta
received her Master of Education
and Educationa Doctoratefromthe
University of Pittsburgh

Dr. William Englert hasbeen
employed with the Peters Township
School District since 1994. Hehas
been serving asthe Principal of
Peters Township High School since
2002. Prior to hiscurrent position,
he served asAssistant Secondary
Principd at PetersTownship High
School, Associate Secondary
Principal at South Fayette Township
School Didtrict, aswell asteacher

and Assistant Principal at West
Jefferson Hills School Didtrict. He
received hisMaster of Education
and Educational Doctoratefromthe
Universty of Pittsburgh.

Superintendent Dr. John DiSanti
stated, “Both Dr. Assettaand Dr.
Englert bring exceptiona skillsto
their respective positions. Bothare
effectivecommunicators. | am
delighted to have them aspart of our
educationa |leadershipteamand am
confident that they will utilizea
collaborative styleto effect positive
growthinour educationa programs
and services”

Thereorganization of the
adminigrativestructurewill alow
principal sto dedicate more of their
timetoingtructiona leadershipin
their respectivebuildingswhile
curriculum and staff devel opment
can be moreeffectively addressed
fromasystemicdigtrict-wide
approach. Thedigtrict will also
realize cost savingsasaresult of the
reorganization.

g McKeeHepsHurricaneVictims

McK ee Elementary
School second
gradersRandy
Doehre, Tommy
Wagner, and Sara
Hubauer were happy
to participateinthe
hat day fundraiser to
benefit thevictimsof
HurricaneKatrina.
Besidesraising $433
for peoplein need, theevent
allowed them to wear afavorite

\hat during class. Four other

Friday dressup fundraiserswere
scheduled at McKeeto helpthe
hurricanevictims. )
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: . See Section Titlesand . -
Athl etl C Excel I ence: U.SArmy All-American (right) E| ght %CU on
Championships

With arecord number of athletic
teams capturing section champion-
shiptitleslast year, West Allegheny
hasreinforced itswinning tradition
and continuesto build itsreputation
for athleticexcellence. For thefirst
timeinthedistrict’shistory, atotal

of eight teamswon their sections
during 2004-05. They are:

+ Football
* Boys Cross-Country

Varsity cheerleader Ali Mianzo prepares propsto help boost school “ Girls Cross-Country

spirit from the sidelines at the start of the fall football season. % Girls Volleyball
< Boys Bowling

Condtitution Day InspiresReflection + Bashal

< Boys Trackand Field
% Girls Track and Field

Addingtotheexcitementisthefact
that thiswasafirg-time accom-
plishment for thegirls volleyball
team and theboys' bowling team.

U. S.Army

All-American

Bowl Invitee
ﬁ% ?

Donaldson fourth graders celebrated Constitution Day by making
patriotic wind socks, memorizing the Preamble to the Constitution,
reading the book entitled A More Perfect Union, reading about the

American Revolution on the Internet, and playing interactive games,
such as Saving the Bill of Rights. They also discussed the Bill of Rights, ~ West Allegheny senior Dorin

the Articles of Confederation, and the changes in the American flag Dickerson was selected to repre-
with their teacher Beth Koraido (back, second fromright), dressed as sent the district in the U.S Army
Betsy Ross. Pictured with Koraido are (front) Victoria Britton, Jenelle All-American Bowl in San Anto-

Sodki, Cheyenne Morse, Ashley Czerpak, and Amelia Chamberlain; nio, Texas on January 7, 2006.
(back) Derek Wang, Katelyn Garland, Victoria Chiodo, and Andrew Pictured with Dickerson is Bob
Becker. Palko, head football coach.
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Please Mark Flyer Distribution Guidelines

Your Calendar |mprove Parent Communicetions
_ Effectivewith thestart of the 2005-2006 school year, thedistrict will
Monday-Friday, October 10-14 adhereto specific guidelinesfor the distribution of information to
Middle School Book Fair students. Thegoa istoimprove communication with parentsby
distributing information that, while not generated by the schools, may
Monday, October 10 -
I Servioe- No Sehool bebeneficial tostudents
Tuesday, October 11 + Only thefollowing groupsmay request to have handouts/flyers

Dona dson Buddy Reading, 3:00 p.m. approved for distribution: (1) school-related organizations, (2)
nonprofit service organizationsthat provideabeneficia serviceto
Wednesday, October 12 students (Thisdoesnot includefundraisersfor nonprofit
Board CommitteeMtg., 7:30 p.m. organizations.), (3) local municipalities(for sportsregistrations, Easter
egg hunts, etc.), and (4) other organizationsthat, inthejudgment of the
Math M-I;glﬁ?% e(?]tc;ol\t/)leé 1?'00p m Assi stant to the Superintendent for Personnel and Student Support
T Services, provideinformation beneficia to students.

Saturday, October 15 * Requestsfor permissionto distribute printed material sor products
PSAT must be submitted to the Assi stant to the Superintendent for Personnel
and Student Support Servicesinwriting. Flyersfor programs/events/
Tuesday, October 18, activitiesthat are not school sponsored must includethefollowing
Donaldson Buddy Reeding, 3:00p.m. disclaimer, “TheWest Allegheny School District doesnot sponsor or
sanctionthisprogram/event/activity.”
Wednesday, October 19 + Reguestsmust be submitted at |east oneweek prior tothe

Wilson Pioneer DaysCelebration

Board Mesting, 7:30 p.m requested distribution date. “Backpack” flyer distributionwill occur in

gradesK-5 on Wednesdaysonly. A school-wide announcement will

Saturday, October 22 dert studentsin grades 6-12 that theinformationisavailablefor
WA Caval cade of Bands, 6:00 p.m. pickupintheoffice.
¢ Onceapprova hasbeen granted or denied, each building
Tuesday, October 25 principal, secretary and clerk will receiveacopy of theflyer indicating
Donal dson Buddy Reeding, 3:00 p.m. itsapproval status. Submitting organizationswill also benotified of the
Tuesday, November 1 dedision.
DonddsonB l%’ ¢y Reedling, 300pm. + Upon gpprova, organi zationsmust reproducetheflyers, bundie

them by homeroom classes, and deliver themto each building. The
Saturday, November 5 district will providethe organization with the classroom countsupon

SAT at WA approva (or earlier, if requested).

Tuesday, November 8
Dona dson Buddy Reading, 3:00 p.m.

Call the School NEWSLINE:
724-695-5205
for calendar updates, school
delays and closings

Wed., November 9
Board Committee Mtg., 7:30 p.m.

Thursday-Friday, November 10-11
ConferenceDays
No School K-8
|
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Wilson Elementary Students Plant P nwheel skor Peace

First through fifth gradersat West
Allegheny’sWilson Elementary
School created Pinwheelsfor Peace
infivedifferent colorsaspart of the
observanceof thelnternational Day
of Peace on September 21, 2005.
Beforeassembling thepinwhesdls,
students decorated the paper petals
withwordsand symbolsreflecting
the peacetheme. When completed,
the pinwheel swere used to decorate
theschool lawnwith anoversized
peace sign. Each of the sections
insdethecircleweremadeusinga
different- colored pinwhed. WiIson second graders Brooke Caruso, Max Clements, Mason Bynum,

Through classdiscussonsand Dustin Longstreth, and Marisa D’ Amore participated in the Pinwheels
writing projects, the studentsalso for Peace Project to celebrate September 21 as an International Day of
reflected on what they could doto Peace.
promoteworld peace. Wilson

Elementary Prinpa Kathlen — \/] cCK ee Fourth Graders Conduct Tours

Sitessaid shelearned of the activity

troughaneducationa websie —— for New Fam Iy Orientation Program

inspired by the 1995 United
Nations declaration of September
21 asan International Day of Peace.

N
\ N
-\,
Upcoming
School
Board Meetings

Next Committee Mestings:
Wed., Oct 12, 2005
Wed., Nov. 9, 2005

Next Regular Metings:
Wed., Oct. 19, 2005
Wed., Nov. 16, 2005 McKee fourth graders (front) Clay Gregord, Zach Scott, Jed Buck, and
Mestingsbeginat 7:30 p.m. Ryan Borgo; (back) Lara Jakiel and Paul Ferrara gave up their
at Dona dson Elementary School summer vacation time to serve as tour guides at the New Family
and areopentothepublic. Orientation program held in August. Missing fromthe picture are

Kayla Wischmann and Alyssa Bush.
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From the Office of
Elaine Fitzgerald

Coordinator of Pupil Services

arent I nformation Notice

Screeningand Evaluation: The
West Allegheny School Didtrict
employsthefollowing procedures
for locating, identifying, and eval uat-
ing specified needsof school age
studentsrequiring speciad programs
and services. Theseprocedures, as
required by law, areasfollows:

Thedistrict, asprescribed by
section 1402 of the School Code,
routinely conductsscreeningsof a
child'shearing acuity (kindergarten,
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 7th, and 11th gradein
thefal), visua acuity (al students
every year inthefall), and speech
and languageskills(al 2nd grade
studentsand teacher, parent, outside
agency, and IST referrals). Gross
motor and finemotor skills, aca
demicskills, and social and emo-
tional skillsare assessed by teachers
and support staff onan ongoing
bass. Screening activitiesinclude
review of group-based datasuch as
cumulativeenrollment and hedth
records, report cards, ability and
achievement test scores. Identified
needsfrom these screening sources,
aswdll asinformation obtained from
parentsand outside agencies, are
assessed, noted within student
recordsand discussed with parents.
These school recordsarealways
open and availableto parentsand
only to school officialswho havea
legitimate* need to know” about the
child. Informationfrom recordsis
released to other personsor agen-
ciesonly with appropriate authoriza-
tion, whichinvolveswritten permis-
sion by parents.

Screening information will beused
by the Instructional Support Team
within the student’s school to meet
his/her specific needsor to docu-
ment the need for further evalua-
tion. If itisdetermined that achild
needsadditional services, the
Instructiona Support Teamwill
make adjustmentsrelativeto such
thingsasthechild’slearning style,
behavior, physicd inabilities, and
speech problemsto bemorein
keeping withtraditional classroom
expectancies. Parentswill be
notifiedif achildisreceiving
Instructional Support. If astudent
doesnot make progresswith IST
involvement anditisdetermined
that astudent may bedligiblefor
specid education services, the
student isreferredfor a
multidisciplinary evauation. After
all of theeva uationsare completed,
aComprehensve Evauation
Report isprepared with parent
involvement and includes specific
recommendationsfor thetypesof
intervention necessary to deal with
thechild’'sspecified needs. When
thecomprehensiveevauation
report iscompleted and in accor-
dancewith stateregulations, an |EP
team meeting with parentinvolve-
ment isscheduled to develop an
appropriateindividualized educa-
tion program (1EP) for the student.

Parentsof studentswho suspect
that their childisexceptiona andin
need of specia education services
may request amultidisciplinary
team eva uation of their child

through awritten request tothe
Building Principal or Coordinator of
Pupil Services.

Servicesfor School Age Excep-
tional Children: Theschool district
providesafree, appropriate, public
education to exceptiona students
according to stateand federal
mandates. To bedligible, thechild
must be of school age, need spe-
cidly desgnedingtruction and meet
digibility criteriafor mentdly gifted
and/or one or more of thefollowing
physical or mental disabilitiesasset
forthinthe PennsylvaniaState
Standards. autism/ pervasive

devel opment disorder, blindness/
visud impairment, deafness’hearing
impairment, physica disability,
seriousemotional disturbance,
specificlearning disability, and
speech/languageimpairmern.

Servicesdesigned to meet the
needsof digiblestudentsinclude
annua development of anindividud-
ized education program (IEP),
biennid multidisciplinary reevaua:
tion, supportiveinterventioninthe
regular class, supplementa interven-
tionintheregular classorina
specia education resource program,
and placement inapart-timeor full-
time specia education classoutside
of theregular school. Theextent of
specia education servicesand the
locationfor theddivery of such
servicesaredetermined by the
parentsand staff at the|EPteam

meeting and arebased onthe
(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 13)

arent Information Notice

abilities, chronological ageandthe
leve of intensity of the specified
intervention. Theschool district aso
providesrelated services, suchas
trangportation, physical therapy, and
occupationa therapy that arere-
quired to enablethe student to
deriveeducationa benefits.

Prior totheinitiation of services,
parentsare presented a*“ Notice of
Recommended Assgnments’
(NORA) withwhich they may agree
or disagree. If parentsdisagreewith
the program being recommended,
they havetheright to request apre-
hearing conference, mediation and/or
adue processhearing.

Servicesfor Sudentsin
Nonpublic Schools: Public specia
educationisaccessibleto resident
studentsattending nonpublic schools
by permitting the nonpublic school
student to enroll on apart-timebasis
inagpecia education program
operated in apublic schoal.

Specia education programsare
accessi bleto nonpublic school
studentsthrough dua enrollment
following themultidisciplinary team
eva uation and development of an
individualized education program
(IEP).

Parents of nonpublic school stu-
dents, who suspect that their childis
exceptiona andin need of specia
education, may request a
multidisciplinary team eva uation of
their child through awritten request
tothe Coordinator of Pupil Services.

Servicesfor Protected Handi-
capped Sudents: Theschool
district will provideto each pro-
tected handicapped student,
without discrimination or cost tothe
student or family, thoserelated aids,
services, or accommodationswhich
areneeded to provideequal
opportunity to participateinand
obtain the benefits of the school
programsand extracurricular
activitiesto the extent appropriate
tothestudent’sabilities. Toqualify
asaprotected handicapped stu-
dent, the child must be of school
agewithaphysical or menta
disability which subgtantialy limits
or prohibitsparticipationin, or
accessto, an aspect of the school
program. Servicesand protections
for protected handi capped students
aredifferent fromthose applicable
todl digiblestudentsenrolledin
specia education programs.
Additiona information about the
evaluation procedures and provi-
sion of servicesto protected
handicapped studentsisavailable
by contacting the Coordinator of
Pupil Servicesat (724) 695-5221.

Servicesfor Preschool Age
Children: Act 212, theEarly
Intervention SystemAct, entitlesall
preschool age childrenwith disabili-
tiesto appropriateearly interven-
tionservices. Young children
experiencing developmenta delay
or physical or mentd disabilitiesare
digiblefor early intervention
services.

The PennsylvaniaDepartment of

Wedfareisresponsiblefor providing
servicestoinfantsand toddlers,
defined aschildrenfrombirth
through two yearsof age. Contact
Early Learning Ingtitute, 2500

Ba dwick Road, Pittsburgh, PA
15205, (412) 837-1502.

The PennsylvaniaDepartment of
Educationisresponsiblefor provid-
ing servicesto preschool agechil-
drenfrom agethreethroughfive.
Contact Project DART, 4 Station
Square, Floor 2, Pittsburgh, PA
15219, (412) 394-5736.

Confidentiality of Sudent
Records. Theprivacy rightsof
parents and students are mandated
by federal legidation known asthe
Family Educational Rightsand
Privacy Act of 1974 (Buckly
Amendment), stateregulations
(Chapter 14 - Specia Education
Servicesand Programs, Chapter 12
- Student Rightsand Responsibili-
ties), and district policy.

Thedifferent categoriesof informa-
tion maintained by theschool district
areasfollows: educational and
hedlthrecords, personaly identifiable
information, and directory informa
tion. With the exception of the
receiving school digtrict, educationa
and health records, and personally
identifiableinformation cannot be
disclosed or rel eased without
parental consent or adult student (a
student who iseighteen yearsof age
or older, married, or attending an
institution of post secondary educa
tion) consent. Consent information,
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rent | nformation Notice

known asdirectory information, can
be rel eased without consent. Direc-
tory information meansinformation
whichwould be considered not
harmful or aninvasionof privacy if
disclosed. Thisinformationincludes
thefollowing: student’sname,
address, date and place of birth,
coursestaken, participationin
officialy recognized activitiesand
sports, weight and height of
membersof athletic teams, dates of
attendance, degreesand awards
received and the most recent pre-
viouseducationa agency or
ingtitution attended by the student.
Also, group or individua interviews,
photographs, or videos of students
aredirectory information, and
theseitemsmay beused by the
digtrictinvariouspublicationsor by
themedia

Written parental or adult student
request isrequired for thedisclosure
of educational and health records
and persondly identifiableinforma:
tion. Theconsent must specify the
recordsthat may be disclosed and
purpose of thedisclosureand
identify the parent or classof parties
to whom thedisclosure may be
made. A written record of the
disclosuremust be maintained by the
school district. Parentsor adult
students havetheright to inspect and
review the student’seducational
recordswithin thirty (30) daysof the
datethedidtrict recelvesarequest
for access. Parentsor digible
students should submit to the school

ingpect. Theprincipal will thenmake decisonand advisetheindividua of

arrangementsfor accessto inspect
therecords. Parentsand adult
students can seek an amendment to
the student’ seducational records
that the parent or adult student
believesto beinaccurate, mideading,
or otherwiseinviolation of the
student’sprivacy rights. The parent
or eligible student cando so by
writing theschool principd, clearly
identifying the part of therecord to
be changed, and specifyingwhy itis
inaccurateor mideading. If the
district decidesnot to amend the
record, thedistrict will notify the
parent or digiblestudent of the

hig’her right toahearing regardingthe
request for amendment. Additiond
informationregardingthehearing
procedureswill beprovidedtothe
parent or digiblestudent whennotified
of theright toahearing.

Parentsor adult students havethe
right tofilecomplaintsconcerning
alegedfailuresof thedigtrictto
comply with therequirementsof the
Family Educationa Rightsand
Privacy Act of 1974. Such com-
plaintsshould bedirected tothe
Hedlth, Education, and Welfare
Office, Washington, D.C.

Aqua Club
Joe Corbi's Pizza Sale, October 3-17

Key Club
Trick or Treat for UNICEF, October 25-31
Kiwanis Holiday Greens Sale, November 1-18

Banquets
Boys’ Soccer, November 6; Girls’ Soccer, November 12

Band

Cross-Country, November 13; Girls’ Volleyball, November 20

Sarris Candy Sale, October 17-November 7

German Honor Society
Gummi Bear Sale, October 18-22

Library Club

[ 2e)

Bake Sale during lunch periods, October 17-22

- Junior Class Prom Committee
%< Andy’s Candy Bar Sale, October 24-November 23

Cheerleading Boosters
Cheerleaders will be selling spirit items during

o

pri nC|paI awritten request that lunch periods for the football season.
identifiestherecordsthey wishto
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/It isthepolicy of theDistrict \

not todiscriminateon the
basis of race, sex, religion,
color, national origin, ageor
handicap in itseducational
programs, services, facilities,
activitiesor employment
policiesasrequired by Title

I X of the 1972 Educational
Amendments, TitleVI and V11
of the Civil RightsAct of
1964, asamended, Section
504 Regulations of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973, theAge
Discrimination Act of 1975,
Section 204 Regulations of the
1984 Carl D. PerkinsAct or
any applicablefederal statute.
For information regardingthis
policy, contact Compliance
Officer, Director of Pupil
Personnel Services, West
Allegheny School District,

P. O. Box 55, 600 Donaldson
Road, Oakdale, PA 15071,
724-695-3422, or the Dir ector
of the Office of Civil Rights,
Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, Washington,
DC 20201. Theschool dis-
trict shall not discriminatein
the oper ations/functionsof the
district on the basis of sex,
color, national origin, religion,
marital status, or handicap.

WA TODAY ispublished by
theWest Allegheny School Didtrict
Communications Department.
Newdetter Editor:

Carol Bonnar
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